
December 13, 2011 
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia, was held on 

December 13 2011, in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:30 PM, with Mayor Kim 

Adkins presiding.  Council Members present included: Mayor Kim Adkins, Vice Mayor Kimble 

Reynolds, Gene Teague, Mark Stroud, Sr., and Danny Turner.  Staff present included: 

Clarence Monday, City Manager, Brenda Prillaman, Eric Monday, Linda Conover, Leon 

Towarnicki, Marshall Thomas, Jim Taipalus, Chris Morris, Cindy Dickerson, Ercell Cowan and 

Cindy Barbour. 

Mayor Adkins called the Council meeting to order and Gene Teague gave the invocation 

and Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.  

On a motion by Mark Stroud, seconded by Kimble Reynolds, with a 5-0 vote, Council 

approved the minutes of October 25, 2011, November 7, 2011 tour, November 7, 2011, and 

November 8, 2011. 

Mayor Adkins and City Council presented a plaque and resolution to Dr. Barry Dorsey.  

On a motion by Kimble Reynolds, seconded by Mark Stroud, with a 5-0 vote, Council approved 

the following resolution in recognition of Dr. Barry Dorsey: 
WHEREAS, Dr. Barry M. Dorsey has served as Executive Director of the New College Institute since 2006; and 
WHEREAS,  under his leadership, New College Institute has provided opportunities to 244 individuals who have completed bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees and he has laid the groundwork for future students to pursue their postsecondary educational aspirations locally; and 
WHEREAS,  New College Institute is becoming an integral part of Uptown Martinsville through transforming existing buildings into state-of-the-art 
educational facilities; and 
WHEREAS, Dr. Dorsey has contributed to the entire community through his involvement in a variety of civic organizations, his participation in local 
events and support for the Martinsville Mustangs; and 
WHEREAS, Dr. Dorsey is a forward-thinking, progressive-minded leader who actively demonstrates his dedication to education; and 
WHEREAS,  Dr. Barry Dorsey will retire as Executive Director of New College Institute on December 31, 2011and will continue to serve the 
community; now, therefore, 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Martinsville, in regular session assembled December 13, 2011, that it   does   hereby   express   
gratitude to Barry M. Dorsey, Ph.D., for his years of service to the growth of the City of Martinsville and his dedication to education and this 
community and does, with this resolution, call upon its citizens to thank Dr. Dorsey for the remarkable strides made forward by New College 
Institute under his leadership. 

 

Mayor Adkins read a proclamation recognizing retiring Voting Registrar Ercell Cowan 

and the Mayor and City Council presented Ms. Cowan with a Key to the City. 

Mark Heath of the MHC Economic Development Corporation gave his monthly update 

to Council regarding activities and prospects.  

Jim Taipalus presented an update on the Martinsville Mustangs team outlining cost 

saving measures being put into place using volunteers, partnering with Patrick Henry 

Community College to use their travel bus, using interns next summer, as well as using 

commission paid employees to sell sponsorships.  He also outlined efforts made to increase 

revenue through consulting with the Coastal Plain League representatives for innovative ways 

to increase revenue.  He pointed out an advisory committee has been created and meetings 

have been held with League representatives.  A meeting is scheduled for December 14 which 

will include a tour of the facility to determine costs in improvements. 

Clarence Monday briefed Council on the Building Energy Efficiency ordinance process. 

Council has already adopted a Preliminary Ordinance, on two readings, for the Building 

Energy Efficiency Project.  The next step in this process is to consider an Ordinance, on first 
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reading, authorizing the issuance of bonds and providing the form, details, and payments 

thereof as stated on page three of the Ordinance.  This Ordinance includes reference to a 

Financing Agreement that sets forth terms and conditions with respect to issuance of the 

bond.  On January 10, 2012, the Council will conduct a Public Hearing on the matter prior to 

second reading of the Ordinance.  On a motion by Gene Teague, seconded by Kimble Reynolds, 

with the following 5-0 recorded vote: Adkins, aye; Teague, aye; Reynolds, aye; Stroud, aye; and 

Turner, aye, Council approved the following ordinance, on first reading, for the Building 

Energy Efficiency Project: 
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Business from the Floor:  Ural Harris, 217 Stuart St., comments regarding 

compensation for Finance Director and AMP costs.  Chris Morris, City Engineer, comments 

regarding vendors selling food in Uptown Martinsville taking business away from established 

businesses there.  He reported that in October a food vendor approached the city about setting 

up an operation in Uptown.  A questionnaire was distributed and there were no objections to 

it, so the business was licensed and it was in good standing with the health department.  Also, 

the operation fit with city goals and objectives for a vibrant Uptown area.  This vendor issue 
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was also referred to the Planning Commission and they felt it was good for free enterprise and 

would not recommend changing the ordinance.  Chad Martin, 6 Molly Circle, commented 

regarding the KKK rally planned for this area on December 17 and pointed out he is concerned 

that the community is silent and that this is 6th

Comments from Council:  Stroud-holiday wishes for all, encouraged blood donations, 

and noted there is no need for discrimination and hatred.  Reynolds-condolences to family of 

Pastor Randy Stevens, noting that he served on the City’s Human Relations Committee.  

Turner-holiday wishes to all, condolences to family of William Williams, questioned if the 

vendor policy is changing and after brief Council comments, Mayor Adkins stated each vendor 

will continue to be looked at on a case by case basis and policy will not change at this time.  

Ernie Harr, the vendor in question, advised he is a family owned business and their goal is to 

hire others and grow their business into a restaurant.  Adkins—encouraged local shopping 

and noted the Artisan Center has a wide selection for gift giving during the holiday season.  

Mayor Adkins also noted the adjustment in the agenda advising there would be no closed 

session.   

 time this year the KKK has come to our area.  

He asked Council to make a statement disagreeing with the positions of the KKK.  All Council 

members, as well as City Manager, and City Attorney, said they do not agree with the KKK. 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:50 PM. 

 
 
 
 
  _______________________________   __________________________ 
  Clarence Monday        Kim Adkins 
  Clerk of Council      Mayor 


