
October 28, 2014 
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia, was held on October 28, 2014, 

in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:30 PM, with Mayor Kim Adkins presiding.  Council Members 

present included:  Mayor Kim Adkins, Vice Mayor Gene Teague, Sharon Brooks Hodge, and Danny Turner.  

Mark Stroud was absent.  Staff present included:  Leon Towarnicki, Brenda Prillaman, Wayne Knox, Linda 

Conover, Sean Dunn, Ruth Easley and several City police officers. 

 Following the invocation by Vice Mayor Teague and Pledge to the American Flag, the Mayor welcomed 

everyone to the meeting and announced an addendum and change in agenda order.   

 Finance Report:   Finance Director Linda Conover presented the following information:  Exclusive of 

School and Special Revenue funds, for the first quarter of FY15, actual revenues were $12,297,153, 7.8% 

greater than anticipated, due in part to higher recovered costs and miscellaneous revenues than is expected 

at this point in year.     Actual expenditures, including encumbrances, were $16,815,914, 6.8% greater than 

anticipated for the period.  This is typical for this early in the new fiscal year due mostly to annual payments, 

semi-annual debt service, disbursements to outside agencies as budgeted, and issuance of purchase orders 

for various budgeted projects.    Overall Utility Funds’ actual revenues exceeded anticipated amounts by 

$433,241, and actual expenses, including encumbrances and semi-annual debt service, exceeded anticipated 

amounts by $624,642.       Budget additions approved in October will account for some of these variances, 

and should level out the anticipated versus actual figures in future quarterly reports.  Adoption of the re-

appropriations requests for incomplete projects will also adjust the variances in expenditures as listed above. 

The final audit process for FY14 began the week of September 29th.  With a few more adjustments to be 

made, final figures will be presented as soon as possible after completion.    On a motion by Gene Teague, 

seconded by Sharon Brooks Hodge, with a 4-0 vote, Council approved the finance report.  

Consent Agenda:    On a motion by Gene Teague, seconded by Danny Turner, with a 4-0 vote, Council 

approved the following consent agenda items: 

BUDGET ADDITIONS FOR 10/28/2014 
ORG OBJECT DESCRIPTION DEBIT CREDIT 
FY15 

    General Fund: 
    01100908 480410 Donations - Fire Department 

 
1,000 

01321102 506130 Fire Dept - Repair/Maint of Burn Building 1,000 
 

  
Donation received  

  Total General Fund:   1,000 1,000 
Federal Programs Fund: 

   20102926 401058 Title I 
 

1,034,136 
86011100 561120 Instructional S&W 459,748 

 86011100 561151 Instructional S&W Aides 113,424 
 86011100 562100 Social Security 43,828 
 86011100 562210 Retirement 89,502 
 86011100 562300 Insurance 76,110 
 86011100 562400 Life Insurance 6,835 
 86011100 562520 Disability 417 
 86011100 563000 Purchased Services 112,450 
 86011100 565503 Travel 34,054 
 86011100 566013 Materials & Supplies 49,050 
 86012160 561120 Admin S &W 38,674 
 86012160 562100 Social Security 2,193 
 86012160 562210 Retirement 4,462 
 86012160 562300 Insurance 3,044 
 86012160 562400 Life Insurance 324 
 86012160 562520 Disability 21 
 20102926 420175 Title I School Improvement Grant 

 
352,414 
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86831310 563000 Purchased Services 352,414 

 86111100 561120 Instructional S & W 63,943 
 86111100 562100 Social Security 4,892 
 86111100 562210 Retirement 6,639 
 86111100 562400 Life Insurance 499 
 86111100 563000 Purchased Services 40,609 
 86111100 562300 Health Insurance 5,074 
 20102926 436585 Title III 

 
10,967 

86311100 563000 Purchased Services 10,967 
 86311100 565503 Travel 

  86311100 566013 Materials & Supplies 
  20102926 435858 Title VI Rural Ed 
 

41,485 
86411310 563000 Purchased Services 41,485 

 20102926 417368 Title VIB IDEA Pre School 
 

5,722 
86611100 561120 Instructional S&W 5,000 

 86611100 562100 Social Security 310 
 86611100 562150 Medicare 73 
 86611100 566013 Materials & Supplies 339 
 20102926 402758 Title VIB Flow Through 

 
513,895 

86511100 561120 Instructional S&W 121,437 
 86511100 561151 Instructional S&W Aides 210,998 
 86511100 562100 Social Security 20,611 
 86511100 562150 Medicare 4,820 
 86511100 562210 Retirement 48,203 
 86511100 562300 Insurance 55,964 
 86511100 562400 Life Insurance 3,956 
 86511100 562520 Disability 383 
 86511100 562750 retirement Credit 3,524 
 86511100 563140 Purchased Services 15,000 
 86511100 565503 Travel 14,999 
 86511100 566013 Materials & Supplies 14,000 
 20102926 404858 PERKINS 

 
58,798 

86721100 565503 Travel 17,531 
 86721100 566013 Materials 41,268 
 Total Federal Programs Fund: 2,139,073 2,139,073 
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After an explanation from City Manager, Leon Towarnicki, and Police Chief, Sean Dunn, Council approved the 

following Appropriation Request on a motion by Gene Teague, seconded by Danny Turner, with a 4-0 vote: 

Body Worn Cameras - $39,186 

These funds will be used to purchase updated COBAN Body Worn Cameras for each officer.  Approximately 3-4 years ago, 

VML donated body worn cameras for the officers of the Martinsville Police Department.  These cameras are starting to have 

problems and some videos have been either lost or not collected due to these problems.  The new COBAN cameras will work 

in conjunction with our in-car camera system.  The Body Worn camera will download to a server that has already been 

purchased along with our in-car camera system.  This server is also accessible by our Commonwealth’s Attorney’s office for 

court purposes.   These Cameras have a flip up/flip down feature which makes it clearly visible to citizens and supervisors 

when the cameras are recording.  The cameras also have security features which prevents officers/supervisors from making 

changes or deleting video.  The current camera system cannot be altered or deleted by the recording officer.  The system also 

has an automatic audio and video time/date stamp.  The recorded videos will be uploaded to the server and be available to 

be viewed by Police Administration and Commonwealth Attorney’s office for increased transparency and accountability.  

Interview room renovations and additional equipment - $20,000 

Our current interview room has failed the city fire inspections for a number of years due to the design.  This funding will 

allow us to refurbish the room to meet fire code inspections and also update interview equipment, i.e. cameras, server, mic, 

etc.  This system will also be connected to our COBAN system and will allow interviews to be recorded on a server that will 

also be accessible to the Commonwealth’s Attorney’s office.   

 Introduction of Gayle Barts of Robert Hurt’s office:  Mayor Adkins recognized and formally introduced 

Ms. Barts to the audience. 
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Minutes:   On a motion by Sharon Brooks Hodge,  seconded by Gene Teague, with a  4-0 vote, Council 

approved the minutes of September 9, 2014 meeting.  

 NCI update:   Executive Director William Wampler and Dr. Leanna Blevins presented information on 

NCI recent and future activities and future educational plans in working with Patrick Henry Community 

College and K-12 students.  A six minute video was shown to the audience and it was noted this was a 

segment of a 30 minute video being produced.  Information was also provided regarding potential effect of 

budget cuts from the state funds. 

 Addendum regarding refund resulting from amended bank franchise tax returns:  Ruth Easley 

provided the following information:  In August 2014, the Virginia Department of Taxation notified Virginia 

Commissioners of the Revenue that a local bank had amended their 2010, 2011 and 2012 Virginia Bank 

Franchise Tax returns and had requested a rather sizable refund based on the amended returns.  The 

Virginia Department of Taxation audited the returns and reduced the amount of the refund.    Local bank 

franchise tax is calculated on a percentage of the Virginia bank franchise tax.  Affected localities were made 

aware of the amended returns and their allocated percentage of the refund.  The bank had hoped to reach an 

agreement with all localities regarding interest calculation on the refund, but were advised by the Virginia 

Department of Taxation that the interest calculation from the localities would have to be agreed upon 

individually as each locality has differing ordinances that address the interest calculation. The Department of 

Taxation could not enter into an agreement on behalf of any Virginia locality.  The City of Martinsville’s Bank 

Franchise Tax does not require interest calculation on late payments of the bank franchise tax.  

Consequently, interest would not be paid on any refunds of this tax. The City’s allocated portion of the refund 

for all years is $13,090.  The Code of Virginia authorizes the City Treasurer to issue refunds up to $2,500 

without prior authorization of City Council.  Because the refund amount is over this limit City Council must 

authorize the City Treasurer to issue the refund.  City Council was briefed on the refund situation in a 

previous closed session meeting.  On a motion by Gene Teague, seconded by Danny Turner, with a 4-0 vote, 

Council authorized the City Manager to sign refund payment agreement and authorize City Treasurer to issue 

refund to the bank on or before December 31, 2014 with no calculated interest. 

 Addendum authorizing refund plus interest regarding a Business Personal Property Assessment:  Ruth 

Easley provided the following information:  The Commissioner of the Revenue’s office recently had a business 

appeal the assessment of their business personal property for tax years 2011, 2012 and 2013.  The business 

had not been providing an itemized listing for each of these years and consequently they were statutorily 

assessed, and the assessment was paid.  The business finally questioned the assessment this past spring 

when the COR’s office returned an incomplete itemization to them and advised they would be statutorily 

assessed again in the absence of a complete listing.   The requested itemization had been requested multiple 

times in prior years and the business failed to provide one.  The business eventually appealed the assessment 

and a walk-through audit was conducted that resulted in clean itemizations for the years in question as well 

as going forward.  The Code of Virginia authorizes the City Treasurer to issue refunds up to $2,500 without 

prior authorization of City Council.  Because the refund amount is over this limit, City Council must 

authorize the City Treasurer to issue the refund.    On a motion by Sharon Brooks Hodge, seconded by Danny 

Turner, with a 4-0 vote, Council authorized the City Treasurer to issue refund of $7,129.41 plus calculated 

interest to a city business for overpayment of taxes for the years noted. 
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Health Department update:  Director Dr. Jody Hershey along with other staff members presented the 

following information:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Council Member Hodge asked Dr. Hershey for his response on the recent community concerns on cell phone 

towers.    Text from email Dr. Hershey sent to Council Member Hodge:  “bottom line, there are lots of theories 
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and concerns, but no scientific evidence that cell phone towers are definitely linked to cancer or any other 

health problems.    Current scientific research does not provide clear evidence that the low levels of 

radiofrequency (RF) radiation from cell phone towers increases the risk of cancer or other health effects.  RF 

exposures to those living near cell phone towers are well below federal safety limits. Research is ongoing to 

ensure that a current safety standard for RF radiation from cell phone towers is adequately protective of 

public health.”  Dr. Hershey also addressed questions about community preparedness regarding Ebola. 

Police Department update:  Police Chief gave the update along with several other police department 

employees.  The following information was presented: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The most important piece of 
modern day policing is having a 
mechanism for citizens to build 
relationships with officers for 
information sharing and problem 
solving.” 
Chief Sean L. Dunn 
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Authorization expenditures for assessment software:   Mr. Towarnicki reported the following 

information:  Replacement/upgrade of the real estate assessment program (software & hardware) was funded 

at approximately half of the full cost in the FY15 budget, with plans to fund the remaining amount in FY16.  

Timing on purchase and implementation is intended to occur in such a manner so as to best fit with the 

COR’s office work schedule and to allow funds from both FY15 and FY16 to cover the full cost when invoiced, 

as follows:   Commissioner of the Revenue/Real Estate Assessment Program– Capital Reserve Fund – FY15 

budget: $55,000; FY16 will require a match of approximately $55,000, with firm costs determined for the 

FY16 budget.  The current CAMA (Computer Assisted Mass Appraisal) system has been in use since 1995 and 

due to technology advances since that time, the program is no longer efficient nor does it allow for hardware 

upgrades since the system is not compatible with new operating systems in newer generation computers.  

Henry County currently uses the same CAMA system as the City, and recently issued an RFP for replacing 

their system. The RFP included language that allowed “piggybacking” on their RFP.  The County selected a 

vendor and has started their conversion to a new system and after evaluating various options and products, 

the City COR’s office plans on using the same vendor and system for the City, and desires to move forward 

with that project now.  Given that purchase will require partial funding from a not-yet-approved FY16 budget, 

the City’s auditing firm has suggested that approval be with the understanding of the required commitment of 

funds by Council in FY16.   A motion was made by Gene Teague, seconded by Danny Turner, with a 4-0 vote; 

to grant approval to staff to proceed with the understanding the balance of funds required will be included in 

the FY16 budget. 

 Staff report on zoning ordinance update:  Wayne Knox briefed Council with the following information: 

The update of our existing zoning ordinance is well underway. You may recall, this effort is being done and 

funded in consecutive fiscal years. The progress thus far includes the following:   

Phase #1  

• Stormwater management regulations 

• Rewrite of residential, business and manufacturing district regulations 

• Update districts and boundaries (I), Updated definitions section (II), Site development standards & 

regulations (IV), General dimensions (V), Nonconformity (VI), Special use procedures (VII), Changes and 

amendments (XX), other miscellaneous sections.  

Material has been reviewed by staff and still needs to be presented to the Planning Commission.  

Phase #2   

• Update comprehensive zoning map, official map, and overlay districts 

• Streetscape and transportation design guidelines  

• Residential neighborhood design guidelines  

• Business and commercial neighborhood design guidelines   

Updating of Subdivision ordinance still to be done in next fiscal year.   

 City Legislative Agenda 2015:   Eric Monday briefed Council on the Legislative Agenda and suggested 

changes.  Council members gave feedback on additions for 2015 Legislative Agenda and Mr. Monday will draft 

a revised copy for Council approval at next meeting. 

Business from Floor:  Ural Harris, 217 Stuart St.—concerns regarding electric questions needing 

response, revenue sharing with the Patriot Centre and pointed out EDC analysis of revenue sharing should be 
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reported in January.  Wayne Knox reported the CEDS list was distributed to Council for review and further 

action will be taken at November 11 Council meeting. 

Council comments:    Turner-reported ribbon cutting to be held at Snows Sandwich Shop and a 

Memorial Tree to be planted for Harry Oakes family.  Hodge-reported she has received emails regarding the 

cell tower issue and she had spoken with Dr. Hershey at the Health Department and feels we should give 

weight to the public health official’s opinion.  She also encouraged all to vote on Tuesday.  Teague-reported 

Council Member Stroud is home from hospital and expressed condolences to Cooper family in their loss.  

City Manager comments:  reported the Veteran of the Year Award to be presented Sunday, November 

9;  City Council will be held as scheduled on Tuesday, November 11, 2014, which is Veterans Day; General 

Dennis Via will be in the area on November 10 for an event at PHCC on Tuesday morning. 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 10:05  pm. 

 

 

 

 

  _______________________________   __________________________ 
  Brenda Prillaman         Kim Adkins 
  Clerk of Council                                                    Mayor                      
 

 


	Clerk of Council                                                    Mayor

