
September 9, 2014 
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia, was held on September 9, 

2014, in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:30 PM, Closed Session beginning at 7:00pm, with Mayor 

Kim Adkins presiding. Council Members present included:  Mayor Kim Adkins, Vice Mayor Gene Teague, 

Sharon Brooks Hodge, Mark Stroud and Danny Turner.  Staff present included: Leon Towarnicki, City 

Manager, Brenda Prillaman, Eric Monday, Wayne Knox, Tony Turner, Kris Shrader, Lane Shively, Kenneth 

Draper, and Ruth Easley. 

Mayor Adkins called the meeting to order and advised Council will go into Closed Session.  In 

accordance with Section 2.1-344 (A) of the Code of Virginia (1950, and as amended) and upon a motion by 

Danny Turner,  seconded by Mark Stroud,  with the following 5-0 recorded vote: Adkins, aye; Teague, aye; 

Hodge, aye; Stroud, aye; and Turner, aye, Council convened in Closed Session, for the purpose of discussing 

the following matters:  (A) A prospective business or industry or the expansion of an existing business or 

industry where no previous announcement has been made of the business’ or industry’s interest in locating 

or expanding its facilities in the community as authorized by Subsection 5.  (B) Consultation with legal 

counsel and briefings by staff members, attorneys or consultants pertaining to actual or probable litigation, or 

other specific legal matters requiring the provision of legal advice by such counsel, as authorized by 

Subsection 7.   At the conclusion of Closed Session, each returning member of Council certified that (1) only 

public business matters exempt from open meeting requirements were discussed in said Closed Session; and 

(2) only those business matters identified in the motion convening the Closed Session were heard, discussed, 

or considered during the Session.  On a motion by Mark Stroud, seconded by Sharon Brooks Hodge, with the 

following recorded 5-0 vote: Adkins, aye; Teague, aye; Hodge, aye; Stroud, aye; and Turner, aye, Council 

returned to Open Session.   

Board actions taken:  On a motion by Sharon Brooks Hodge, seconded by Mark Stroud, with 5-0 vote, 

Council appointed Debbie Hall, P. O. Box 3246, to an unexpired 3 year term ending March 31, 2017 on the 

Architectural Review Board.  On a motion by Gene Teague, seconded by Danny Turner, with a 5-0 vote, 

Council appointed Debbie Hall, P. O. Box 3246, to an unexpired 3 year term ending December 31, 2016 on 

the Arts & Cultural Committee to serve as the Architectural Review Board representative.   

Following the invocation by Vice Mayor Teague and Pledge to the American Flag, the Mayor welcomed 

everyone to the meeting and announced there will be an agenda item added to present proclamations. 

Minutes:   On a motion by Gene Teague, seconded by Sharon Brooks Hodge, with a 5-0 vote, Council 

approved the minutes of the July 22, 2014 meeting. 

Addendum-Proclamation-Constitution Month:  Mayor Adkins read and presented a proclamation to 

representatives of the Daughters of the American Revolution regarding Constitution Week 2014. 

Addendum-Proclamation-Suicide Prevention Awareness Month:  Mayor Adkins read and presented a 

proclamation to representatives of CONTACT regarding Suicide Prevention Awareness Month 2014. 

Update from Economic Development Corporation:      Mark Heath updated Council on recent activities 

programs and events.  Questions from Council regarding occupancy rate of retail locations in the city were 

asked and Mr. Heath reported he will get that information to Council.   Council remarked on absence of 

several city retail businesses on the tourism map recently distributed.   

ISO Rating update from Fire Dept.:    Chief Kenneth Draper and Deputy Chief Kris Shrader briefed 

Council on the City’s ISO (Insurance Services Office) Public Protection Classification rating.   The Martinsville 

Fire Department along with other City staff recently completed efforts regarding the Public Protection  
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Classification (PPC) survey which is analyzed by ISO to determine the City’s ISO Public Protection 

Classification rating.  ISO’s PPC program plays an important role in the underwriting process at insurance 

companies with most U.S. insurers using PPC information as part of their decision-making when deciding 

what businesses to write, coverage to offer, or prices to charge for personal or commercial property insurance.   

As a result of the efforts of Martinsville Fire and other City staff involved in the process, the City’s ISO rating 

has improved from a previous rating of 4 to the new rating of 3.   Fire Department personnel provided an 

update for Council regarding this change and the potential impact to the City.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Fleet/Garage/Vehicle Replacement report:  Fleet Manager Lane Shively presented the following 

information: during the FY15 budget review work sessions, Council expressed interest in hearing information 

related to the decision-making process that occurs regarding replacement of City vehicles and equipment.  

Mr. Shively provided Council an update on City garage/fleet operations as well as information utilized by the 

Garage and City staff in determining vehicle/equipment replacement recommendations and schedule. 

 

 

City of Martinsville’s 
ISO Public Protection Classification 
 
ISO analyzes relevant data using their Fire 
Suppression Rating Schedule (FSRS) 
PPC ranges from 1 to 10 
Class 1 generally represents superior property 
fire protection 
Class 10 indicates that the area's fire-suppression 
program doesn't meet ISO’s minimum criteria. 
Basically, it is a way of classifying a 
community’s ability to suppress fires 

PPC info plays an important part in the decisions 
insurers make affecting the underwriting and 
pricing of property insurance 
Insurance companies, not ISO, establish the 
premiums they charge to policyholders 
In general, assuming all other factors are equal, 
the price of property insurance in a community 
with a good PPC is lower than in a community 
with a poor PPC 

Distribution of Communities by PPC Class  
After December 1, 2014, Martinsville will be in 
the top 7% in the United States 
 
Distribution of Communities by PPC Class  
After December 1, 2014, Martinsville will be in 
the top 2% in Virginia 

PPC program evaluates a community’s overall 
capability to prevent and suppress structure fires 
Communities whose PPC improves may get 
lower insurance prices 
PPC also provides fire departments with a 
valuable benchmark 

 
Final Community Public Protection 
Classification = Class 03 

FSRS Item Credit Available Earned Credit

Emergency Reporting (Communications) 10 7.78

Fire Department 50 31.97

Water Supply 40 28.11

Community Risk Reduction 5.5 4.20

Divergence -- -1.27

Total Credit 105.5 70.79

To determine a community's PPC, ISO conducts 
a field survey to evaluate four major areas: 
Emergency communications systems (10 points) 
Fire department (50 points) 
Water supply (40 points) 
Community risk reduction (5.5 points) 

 Recognizes the efforts of communities to 
provide fire protection services 
Investment in fire mitigation is a proven and 
reliable predicator of future fire losses 
Insurance companies use PPC information to 
help establish fair premiums for fire insurance 
The most significant benefit of the PPC program 
is its effect on losses 
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BPOL ordinance 1st reading:  Ruth Easley briefed Council with the following information noting the 

ordinance changes proposed would be effective January 1, 2015:  as part of its 2014 budgeting process, 

Council approved reform of the city’s Business Professional and Occupational Licensing (BPOL) to align the 

city’s gross receipts threshold amount with that utilized by Henry County.  Henry County currently requires a 

$30 license fee for BPOL gross receipts under $100,000.  At the July 22, 2014 Council meeting, Council also 

directed the addition of a second threshold for a no-fee license for BPOL gross receipts under $10,000.  

Businesses with gross receipts over $100,000 will continue to pay the gross receipts tax at the current 

established rates.  On a motion by Gene Teague, seconded by Sharon Brooks Hodge, with the following 5-0 

recorded vote:  Adkins, aye; Teague, aye; Hodge, aye; Stroud, aye; and Turner, aye, Council approved the 

revisions to the BPOL Ordinance on first reading.  Second and final reading will take place at the September 

23, 2014 meeting. 

Electronic summons court assessment fee 2nd reading ordinance:   Eric Monday briefed Council on the 

proposed ordinance regarding the electronic summons court assessment.  The 2014 General Assembly passed 

legislation allowing localities to assess a maximum of $5.00 on every criminal and traffic case, to fund 

software, hardware, and associated equipment costs for the implementation and maintenance of an electronic 

summons system.   This assessment has been requested by the Circuit Court Clerk and the Police 

Department.  On a motion by Gene Teague, seconded by Mark Stroud, with the following 5-0 recorded vote:  

Adkins, aye; Teague, aye; Hodge, aye; Stroud, aye; and Turner, aye, Council approved the following ordinance 

on second reading: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Business from floor:  Eric Monday of Mulberry Road pointed out statewide recognition received by our 

community in recent Virginia Living magazine. 

Council comments:  Hodge-reminder about West End Working Group meeting on September 11 and 

voiced her disappointment that the new map just distributed by the EDC did not include the Sportsman’s 

Club and Carter’s Uptown store; Teague-excited for open house at NCI; Stroud-excited about NCI open house 

and turning over keys for Henry Hotel and asked that all citizens remember September 11; Turner-reminder 
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about September 16 Small Business Caucus at the incubator and expressed appreciation for recognition of 

Constitution Week. 

City Manager comments:  reminder about events: NCI dedication on September 12 at 10 am, Patriot 

Centre shell building dedication September 17 at 2pm, September 16 Roundtable event at incubator; 

September 11 is Patriot Day and flags will be at half-staff; nominations for Veteran of the Year award being 

accepted until October 10, 2014.   

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm. 

 

 

 

  _______________________________   __________________________ 
  Brenda Prillaman         Kim Adkins 
  Clerk of Council                                                    Mayor                                 

 


	Clerk of Council                                                    Mayor

