
ADDENDUM  
 

 
MARTINSVILLE CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 

 
October 27, 2015 

 
 

7:00 pm – CLOSED SESSION ADDENDUM 
 

1. Items to be considered in Closed Session, in accordance with the Code of 
Virginia, Title 2.2, Chapter 37—Freedom of Information Act, Section 2.2-
3711(A)—Closed Meetings, the following: 
c.  Appointments to boards and commissions as authorized by Subsection 1. 

 
 
 

7:30 pm – REGULAR SESSION ADDENDUM 
 

1. Consider a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) application for the demolition 
of 403 Starling Avenue due to the tie of a motion by the Architectural Review 
Board (2-2) on October 23, 2015 at a special called ARB meeting.  

 
2. Consider refund resulting from Appeal of Statutory Assessment for Business 

Personal Property for Tax Year 2014 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
  
 
 

 
 



  

 
                                                                                                      

 
 

Meeting Date:  October 27, 2015 

Item No:    Addendum Item 1.  

Department:  Community Development  

 

Issue:     Consider a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) application for 
the demolition of 403 Starling Avenue due to the tie of a motion by the 
Architectural Review Board (2-2) on October 23, 2015 at a special called ARB 
meeting.  
 
Summary:  The City of Martinsville’s Architectural Review Board met on 
Friday, October 23, 2015 to consider a completed application for a COA for the 
demolition of 403 Starling Avenue at the request of the applicant.  The structure 
and its accompanying outbuilding are contributing buildings in the East Church 
Street/Starling Avenue Historic District.  
 
Nomination information: 
 
403 Starling Avenue 120-5002-0103 Primary Resource Information: Single Dwelling, Stories 2.00, 
Style: Colonial Revival, ca 1933 Dec. 2005 Survey: Built circa 1933, this two-story, three-bay 
dwelling has a hipped, standing seam metal roof. There are two interior brick chimneys located on 
the northern and southern slopes of dwelling. The central hipped dormer has a paired, fixed-pane 
window with 2/2-lights. On the second floor are double-hung sash, 6/1light windows. On the first 
floor are paired, 6/1-light windows. The one-story, three-bay, full-width porch has a hipped roof 
supported by Doric columns. The engaged columns on the porch, which are attached to the façade 
of the house, have been removed. The single-leaf, Craftsman-style door has similar, Craftsman-style 
sidelights. A one-story, full-width porch, enclosed with vinyl siding, was added onto the rear. This 
frame structure, covered in brick veneer, is supported by a solid concrete foundation.  
Individual Resource Status: Single Dwelling Contributing Total: 1 Individual Resource Status: Garage 
Contributing Total: 1 

 
The applicant, Martinsville Smiles, LLC, with representative Dr. Mark Crabtree 
proposes to demolish the structure which is next-door to the corporation’s dental 
office at 405 Starling Avenue.   If approved, Martinsville Smiles, LLC intends plant 
grass on the vacant lot at the time.   
 
Dr. Crabtree and Martinsville Smiles, LLC provided evidence to support the 
demolition.  
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• Photographs, which show the deterioration and blight of the structures. 
• Andy Quirk of Quirk Design Build provided an estimate to repair the 

building at a “low $161,280.” Data provided by the applicant shows that the 
building value is $39,500.  Therefore, the costs to repair the building well 
exceed its value. 

• Quirk Design Build found the building to be “somewhat structurally sound” 
and deemed the building uninhabitable for humans.  

• Letters of support from all five (5) adjacent property owners in favor of 
demolition of both structures. 

 
 

Recommendations:  The process was followed and all of the requested 
evidence was provided.  The proposed property is next-door to 405 Starling 
Avenue, which has been altered to be noncontributing to the district presently, 
and these properties lie on the edge of this local/state/federal historic district, 
thus the demolition is not cutting a “hole” in the center of the district. The adjacent 
property owners are all in favor of demolition.  Therefore, Staff recommends that 
City Council approve the Certificate of Appropriateness for the demolition of 403 
Starling Avenue. 

Attachments:   
Certificate of Appropriateness Application 
Information from Quirk Design Build 
 

















































  

 
                                                                                                      

 
Meeting Date:   October 27, 2015   

Item No:     Addendum Item 2. 

Department:    Commissioner of the Revenue, City Treasurer 

Issue: Refund Resulting from Appeal of Statutory Assessment for Business 
Personal Property for Tax Year 2014. 

 
Summary:  The Commissioner of the Revenue office annually requires an itemized filing of 
business tangible personal property and machinery and tools still in use by the business as of the 
January 1st tax date.  One large tax customer that has several business sites in Martinsville did not 
submit complete itemized listings for all of the offices in Martinsville as required in the attached 
2014 Filing Note to Business Taxpayers.  The 2014 assessment was delayed as late as possible last 
fall by the Commissioner’s office in an attempt to get an accurate assessment booked before the City 
Treasurer mailed personal property bills last October.  The business was unable to provide the 
requested itemization therefore a statutory assessment was made.  A statutory assessment is one 
that is authorized by Code of Virginia §58.1-3109.  The Martinsville Commissioner’s office based the 
statutory assessment on the highest assessment of a business that had reported a complete listing 
and is similar to the business that failed to file a complete itemization. 
 
The statutorily assessed business subsequently conducted an inventory of each site and provided a 
detailed listing for their 2015 business equipment listing.  The business appealed the 2014 
assessment on October 14, 2015 and requested that we use the asset listing for the 2015 tax year 
as the basis for their 2014 business personal property assessment.   
 
The auditors in the Commissioner’s office promptly reviewed the accounts and made necessary 
adjustments as the taxpayer had paid the 2014 statutory assessment of their business personal 
property.  The adjustments were completed on October 23, 2015 to 6 personal property accounts 
that were appealed by the taxpayer and the City Treasurer was notified of the adjustments.  The 
Treasurer has applied as much of the resulting refund to the taxpayer’s 2015 bills and 
supplemental assessments but a balance of $53,323.22 remained.  She has also calculated interest 
as of October 27, 2015 on the various accounts to be $4,090.21.  Interest will continue to accrue if 
authorization to issue the refund is delayed beyond October 27, 2015. 
   
The Code of Virginia authorizes the City Treasurer to issue refunds up to $2,500 without prior 
authorization of City Council.  Because the refund amount is over this limit, City Council must 
authorize the City Treasurer to issue the refund so that the timing of the refund does not negatively 
impact the city’s cash flow.   
 
All necessary reports were provided to the City Treasurer and Finance Director and are subject to 
review by the city’s auditors as part of the city’s annual audit.  Detailed information regarding the 
assessment, the taxpayer and specific details of the assessment are protected by the state’s 
confidentiality laws. 
 
Attachments: 2014 Filing Note to Business Taxpayers      
 
Recommendations: Authorize City Treasurer to issue total refund of $57,413.43 to city 

business customer #1511679 for overpayment of their 2014 business 
personal property assessment as of October 27, 2015. 
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     FILING NOTE TO BUSINESS TAXPAYERS 
 

 

Enclosed are your forms for filing your 2014 City of Martinsville itemized listing for business tangible 

personal property and/or machinery and tools.  

 

Please note that the enclosed itemized listing forms for tangible personal property that you own or lease 

on January 1, 2014 must be completed and submitted with your filing.  A computer generated listing 

will be accepted provided that the listing contains the information required on the itemized listing sheets 

that are enclosed.  Returns submitted without an itemized listing will be considered incomplete and will 

be returned to you for completion.  The required completed vehicle verification return (green sheet) and 

itemization sheets are due on or before May 1, 2014, to avoid late filing penalties.  Postal postmarks 

(not postage meter) will determine the filing date on mailed returns. 

 

Computer generated listings or the enclosed itemization sheets must contain a detailed listing of ALL 

items used in the course of your business that were owned or leased on January 1, 2014.  If you have 

fully depreciated any equipment for federal tax purposes but continue to use the equipment in your 

business, then it should continue to be listed on your return for local taxation purposes.  The original 

purchase cost or lease cost, the date of acquisition and, in the case of leased equipment, the name and 

address of the lessor should be listed.  A separate itemization form is provided for leased equipment.   

 

To assure completeness and accuracy, please identify and describe any dispositions of previously 

acquired property (showing original cost, acquisition date and disposal date.)  Move-in dates for older 

equipment that may have been used in prior years in another location should be clearly noted.  The 

current year itemization is compared to the prior year listings and adjustments will be made to prior 

years, if necessary. 

 

Thank you for filing a timely completed return.  Again, incomplete returns or improperly completed 

returns WILL NOT be accepted and will be returned to you for completion.  If not completely filed by 

May 1, 2014, late filing penalties will be assessed. 

 

On behalf of the citizens of the City of Martinsville, thank you for choosing the City of Martinsville for 

your business location.  The office of the Commissioner of the Revenue is available to assist you in any 

way possible.  If you have questions regarding the operation of your business in the City of Martinsville 

or need assistance with filing this return, please do not hesitate to contact me at (276) 403-5131. 

 

     Sincerely, 

 
     Ruth L. Easley, MCR 

     Commissioner of the Revenue 

RUTH L. EASLEY 

COMMISSIONER 

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER OF THE REVENUE 

P.O. BOX 1222 
MARTINSVILLE, VIRGINIA 24114-1222 

 

 

PHONE (276) 403-5131 

FAX (276) 403-5337 
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