
September 22, 2015 
 

The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on 

September 22, 2015 in Council Chambers, Municipal Building at 7:30pm, Closed Session 

beginning at 7:00pm with Mayor Danny Turner presiding.  Council Members present: Mayor 

Danny Turner, Vice Mayor Jennifer Bowles, Council Member Gene Teague, Council Member 

Sharon Hodge and Council Member Mark Stroud.  Staff members present included: City 

Manager Leon Towarnicki, City Attorney Eric Monday, Clerk of Council Karen Roberts, 

Superintendent of Water Resources Andy Lash, Fire Chief Kenneth Draper, Building Official 

Ted Anderson, Deputy Building Official Kris Bridges, Police Chief Sean Dunn, Finance 

Director Linda Conover, Budget Analyst Mary Prillaman, Utilities Director Dennis Bowles, 

and Assistant City Manager Wayne Knox. 

Mayor Turner called the meeting to order and advised Council would go into Closed 

Session. In accordance with Section 2.1-344 (A) of the Code of Virginia (1950, and as 

amended) and upon motion by Council Member Hodge, seconded by Council Member Stroud 

with the following recorded 5-0 roll-call vote: Council Member Hodge, aye; Mayor Turner, aye; 

Council Member Stroud, aye; Council Member Teague, aye; Vice Mayor Bowles, aye.  Council 

convened in Closed Session for the purpose of discussing the following matters: A) 

Appointments to boards and commissions as authorized by Subsection 1. B) Discussion or 

consideration of the acquisition of real property for a public purpose or of the disposition of 

publicly held real property, where discussion in an open meeting would adversely affect the 

bargaining position or negotiating strategy of the public body, as authorized in Subsection 3. 

C) Consultation with legal counsel and briefings by staff members, attorneys or consultants 

pertaining to actual or probable litigation, or other specific legal matters requiring the 

provision of legal advice by such counsel, as authorized by Subsection 7.  At the conclusion 

of the Closed Session, each returning member of Council certified that (1) only public 

business matters exempt from opening meeting requirements were discussed in said Closed 

Session and (2) only those business matters identified in the motion convening the Closed 

Session were heard, discussed, or considered during the Session.  On a motion by Council 

Member Hodge and seconded by Council Member Stroud with the following 5-0 roll-call 

recorded vote:  Stroud, aye; Bowles, aye; Turner, aye; Teague, aye; Hodge, aye; Council 

returned to Open Session.  

Invocation and Pledge to the American Flag – Vice Mayor Jennifer Bowles.  

Approval of minutes from September 8, 2015 Council meeting - On a motion by Vice 

Mayor Bowles, seconded by Council Member Hodge, with a 5-0 vote, Council approved the 

minutes of the September 8, 2015 meeting. 

Addendum to consider authorizing execution of a contract with Crowder Construction 

Company for replacement of partially collapsed section of City sewer interceptor line located 

between the Smith River and Walker Road in Henry County – City Manager Towarnicki 
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reminded Council of the previous meeting discussions on the sewer repair.  He stated that 

the project was bid with Crowder Construction being the lowest bidder after negotiations and 

modifications.   Crowder Construction expects to start repairs mid-October to early 

November.  The material for the wall will be available quicker than anticipated and they will 

push to have that complete before wetter spring conditions.  Emergency bypass pumping will 

be in place and will be installed at the beginning of the project.  Phase 2 would hopefully 

begin around summer, 2016 and would take approximately 18 months construction time 

depending on details of design.  Phase 3 is the rehabilitation of the concrete pipe and is 

considered less critical of the three phases.  Vice Mayor Bowles made a motion to authorize 

execution of the contract with Crowder Construction for the sewer repair, Council Member 

Stroud seconded the motion; all Council Members voted in favor. 

Overview of September 21, 2015 Druid Hills/Uptown area Neighborhood tour and 

meeting – Mayor Turner gave an overview of the Druid Hills/Uptown tour concerns and 

actions taken.     

Recognition of Kris Bridges, Deputy Building Official awarded the 2015 Virginia 

Building and Code Officials Association Award – Fire Chief Draper thanked Council for 

recognizing Kris Bridges.  Ted Anderson gave a brief history of this very prestigious award 

and said Mr. Bridges was unaware that he had been nominated.  Mr. Bridges has been with 

the City since 2001.  Mr. Anderson listed Mr. Bridges’ numerous accomplishments and 

certifications.   Mayor Turner and Vice Mayor Bowles presented the award plaque.  

Present a Proclamation honoring the Garden Club of Virginia, recognizing the 

Martinsville Garden Club, and proclaiming Thursday, October 15, 2015 as “Garden Club of 

Virginia Day” in Henry County and the City of Martinsville – City Manager Towarnicki 

described the October 13-15, 2015 event at New College where the local Garden Club will be 

hosting 47 other Garden Clubs.  Ms. Helen Carter and Ms. Sue Rosser came forward to 

accept the proclamation.  Vice Mayor Bowles read the proclamation and it was presented by 

the Vice Mayor and Mayor Turner.  Ms. Rosser invited Council Members to the Garden Club 

event on October 15th.  Council Member Stroud thanked the Garden Club for the work they 

did at the courthouse and other projects they continue to complete.  
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Consider adoption of a Resolution designating October as Virginia Artisan Month and 

October 2-11, 2015 as American Craft Week – Wayne Knox explained the resolution and read 

the proclamation.  Vice Mayor Bowles made a motion to adopt the resolution, Council 

Member Hodge seconded – all Council Members voted in favor 

 



September 22, 2015 
 

Presentation of Proclamation recognizing October, 2015 as Domestic Violence 

Awareness Month – Mayor Turner read the proclamation and presented it to Julia Scales.  

Ms. Scales thanked Council for their continued support and invited them to the events at the 

end of the month.  Hodge asked if those events could be televised on the government 

channel. Towarnicki said he would check into that.   

 
Hear update from 911 Center Director, J.R. Powell on the CodeRed Alert System – 

Tierra Dillard was present in Mr. Powell’s place.  Ms. Dillard explained the CodeRed 

notification system.  The system will be used in case of emergencies such as missing adults 

or children, Public Works notifications of water or power outages, and community 

notifications.  The 911 Center is offering training to City departments on system usage.  Vice 

Mayor Bowles explained that there is a link on the City website where citizens could opt in.  

Ms. Dillard elaborated that you could register your cell phone, home phone or email online 

through that link. Council Member Teague commented that registering for the service was 

simple. 

Hear a report prepared by Davenport and Company, LLC. regarding an analysis of the 

City’s debt/debt capacity – Towarnicki said he had contacted Davenport because of several 

large projects that are in the works for the City.  Ted Cole explained the findings of the debt 

study including goals and objectives, peer comparatives and credit rating overview, general 

fund operations and fund balance, existing debt profile, etc. (Discussion Materials 

information can be found in the minutes folder). 
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Consider authorizing and execution of agreement on Water Meter replacement project 

and to seek financing options – City Manager Towarnicki introduced representatives from 

Johnson Controls and referred to the detailed presentation provided at the previous Council 

meeting. Towarnicki said he felt that all requested information had been provided and all 

Council’s questions were answered. He said the next step would be to approve the project 

and to investigate financing of the project which would be brought back to Council.  Johnson 

Controls would handle the initial meter change out using specialized crews and would utilize 

local labor and trades personnel.  Towarnicki stated that the performance contract on the 

lighting project within the building was a similar project that needed to be done and savings 

allowed them to utilize replacements of heating and air system; a project which has basically 

paid for itself.  Council Member Hodge made a motion to authorize execution of the 

agreement with Johnson Controls, Council Member Stroud seconded the motion, all Council 

Members voted in favor.      

Consider approval of consent agenda and re-appropriations – Linda Conover spoke 

about the consent agenda, the re-appropriations list and the Health Department re-

appropriation.  On a motion by Council Member Teague, seconded by Council Member 

Hodge, with a 5-0 vote, Council approved the following consent agenda and re-

appropriations:   
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Business from the Floor – Minister Leonard R. Jones of 701 Starling Ave, Apt 102 – 

hopes all projects that Council are considering will not raise taxes. He will plan to attend 

upcoming meetings until the weather gets cold.  He expressed concern related to the article 

in the Martinsville Bulletin regarding minority hiring using tax payer money.  He requested 

that the parade for the Martinsville High School basketball team should be considered again 

and questioned the signs that were supposed to be posted around the city recognizing the 

team’s championship.  Mayor Turner stated that the signs were installed at the City limits.   

Comments by members of City Council –  

Council Member Stroud received a call from a friend who is looking at investing in 

properties in Martinsville City and said she was very complimentary of the progress that the 

City and the Council has made over the years.  

Vice Mayor Bowles wanted to acknowledge that the parade for the Martinsville High 

School basketball team was cancelled because there were some officials who could not attend 

but that the signs were installed and that the team had received a police escort back into 

town.   

Mayor Turner reminded everyone that there will be a tree dedication for Dr. ChaCha 

who lost his life in a car accident while doing mission work in Tanzania, Saturday September 

26, 2015 at 9:00am.  This is a public event for anyone who would like to pay their respects to 

his family. Turner said he also spoke to a new business owner who plans a ribbon cutting 

early October. 

Comments by City Manager – City Manager Towarnicki reminded the public of the 

Martinsville-Henry County Outstanding Veteran Award applications being accepted until 

October 15, 2015.  Applications can be obtained through the City website or by visiting the 

City Manager’s office.  Towarnicki recognized two long-term retired city employees who had 

recently passed away - Eddie Ashby was a retired Water Plant supervisor and Jimmy 

Hopkins was a retired Assistant Public Works Director. 
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There being no further business, Council Member Teague made a motion to adjourn 

the meeting at 10:00pm, Vice Mayor Bowles seconded the motion, all Council Members voted 

in favor. 

 

 

 

 

 

___________________________________   ___________________________________ 

Karen Roberts      Danny Turner 

Clerk of Council      Mayor   
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