
February 28, 2012 

The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia, was held on February 28, 

2012, in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:30 PM, with Mayor Kim Adkins presiding. Council 

Members present included: Mayor Kim Adkins, Vice Mayor Kimble Reynolds, Gene Teague, Mark Stroud 

and Danny Turner.  Staff present included: Leon Towarnicki, Interim City Manager, Brenda Prillaman, 

Eric Monday, Linda Conover, Wayne Knox, Donna Odell, Bobby Phillips and Marshall Thomas. 

 Following the invocation by Vice Mayor Kimble Reynolds and Pledge to the American Flag, the 

Mayor welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Minutes

 

:  On a motion by Gene Teague, seconded by Mark Stroud, with a 5-0 vote, Council 

approved the minutes of the January 24, 2012 meeting, February 13, 2012 tour, and February 13, 

2012 meeting.   

Recognitions

Employee Name 

:   City Employee Service Awards:  Mayor Adkins read the following list recognizing 

city employees eligible for Service Awards-January 1 through March 31, 2012: 
Years of Service Department 

Leon Towarnicki 30 Interim City Mgr 
Mike Scaffidi 20 Public Works 
Donald Lucado 20 Fire 
William Akers 15 Fire 
Robert Jones 10 Police 
Cynthia Carson 10 Utility Billing 
William Wilson 10 Public Works 
Kim Boyd 10 Comm of Revenue 
Shannon Agee 10 Public Works 
Daniel Brannock 5 Sheriff's Office 

Mayor Adkins then presented a proclamation to Opal R. Hall, recognizing her 50 year career with the 

court system. 

Staff report on Uptown CDBG projects
We are in the midst of the CDBG effort and picking up some steam. Since July of 2011, we have been able to put together the plans for several facets of the 
revitalization effort:  

:  Wayne Knox presented the following update to Council: 

• Façade renderings for fourteen (14) of the twenty – three (23) storefronts. A second façade round for the project area will be scheduled after 
construction begins on the first round.  

• Estimates for the proposed upgrades completed  
• Plans and specs for the restoration of the Historic Henry County have been completed and bid awarded. This is a project of the Virginia Garden 

Club.  Actual construction should commence in the month of March. 
• Concepts for two pocket parks in the CDBG project, which will transform blighted lots into public spaces. Staff is working with property owners 

for final concept plans, and potential users of the space to gauge needs.   
• Harvest Grant
• Planning for the upgrading of the Depot Street parking lot is complete; specs for the actual construction should be ready for bidding in late March. 

The upgrading will include landscaping, new lighting, and a pedestrian friendly staircase with an overlook where people can talk before a show at 
TheatreWorks or a class at New College Institute. You have already seen the relocation of Depot Street itself. Some additional curb and gutter 
work is underway along Ford Street.  

: 

• Another interesting undertaking is to upgrade the rear green area of the Historic Henry County Courthouse, better known as the North Lawn. Public 
input has been conducted and now it is time for a design of that area, in order to be as closely coordinated with the restoration work taking place on 
the other three sides of the Courthouse.   

• The planning for a comfort station along Depot Street, near the spur trail, is complete and actual delivery of the structure is scheduled for late April. 
Some exterior enhancements to the pre – fabricated structure are being finalized. These enhancements are to give it a train depot look.  

• Another facet of the Uptown project is wayfinding. This endeavor is being led by the Gateway - Wayfinding Sub -Committee of the Uptown 
management team. Wayfinding consists of signage that points to areas of interest strategically placed at intersections and gateways within and 
outside of the Uptown. This will involve the purchase of poles and fabrication of actual signage directing people to the “hot spots” of our 
community, such as the municipal building, Visitors Center, VMNH, Studio 107, Artisans Center, FAHI, PAA, and New College Institute, just to 
name a few. 

• The upgrading of some of the gateways into our Uptown has been moving forward, also. Due to budgetary constraints, plans for these upgrades 
have to be made simple, pleasant, but also welcoming to motorists and pedestrians alike. We are also looking for some semblance of uniformity in 
the crosswalks and landscaping. One of the first gateways under construction is the intersection of Church Street and Church Street Extension led 
by Activate MHC in partnership with the YMCA, City, and other organizations. Utilities have been moved and further construction will commence 
as weather permits. Other intersections will be addressed, such as Market and Fayette Street, Market and Church Streets, as well as Market and 
Starling Avenue and Starling Avenue and Memorial Boulevard.   

These many facets of the Uptown CDBG Project may seem like a great deal of activity to cover within the tight timelines that we have … and you are correct. 
Staff and our partners, notably the Harvest Foundation, the Department of Housing and Community Development, Martinsville Uptown Revitalization 
Association, along with the stakeholders who make up our management team and committees, are up to the task.             
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DEQ Consent Order

 

: Leon Towarnicki briefed Council on what occurred with the 2011 City 

Water Treatment Plant fluoride spill noting that the City moved swiftly and professionally and the City 

Attorney has negotiated to get the fine amount lowered.  Safety Officer Bobby Phillips spoke about 

specifics of the occurrence and future steps that will be taken.  On a motion by Mark Stroud, seconded 

by Gene Teague, with a 5-0 vote, Council authorized the City Manager to sign the Consent Order and 

make payment. 
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Consent agenda

BUDGET ADDITIONS FOR 2/28/12 

:  On a motion by Gene Teague, seconded by Kimble Reynolds, with a 5-0 vote, 

Council approved the following consent agenda: 

ORG OBJECT DESCRIPTION DEBIT CREDIT 

 
FY12 

   
 

GENERAL FUND 
  01100908 480410 Miscellaneous - Donations/Fire Department 
 

100 
01321102 505500 Fire Dept - Travel & Training 100 

 
  

private donation 
  01100909 490104 Advance/Recovered Costs 
 

375 
01216076 506001 Clerk of Circuit Court - Office supplies 375 

 
  

courtroom computer replacement per Judge Greer 
  01100909 490104 Advance/Recovered Costs 
 

12,813 
01812242 506067 Misc. Expense - RADAR Transit Program 12,813 

 
  

reimbursement of fuel expenses 
  Total General Fund:   13,288 13,288 

 

Business from floor:  none 

Council comments:  Teague-reminded citizens Fast Track trade show is next week. 

Interim City Manager comments:  noted that former Gov. Kaine will hold a roundtable discussion 

at NCI for those interested. 

Closed session:  In accordance with Section 2.1-344 (A) of the Code of Virginia (1950, and as 

amended) and upon a motion by Kimble Reynolds, seconded by Mark Stroud, with the following 5-0 

recorded vote: Adkins, aye; Teague, aye; Reynolds, aye; Stroud, aye; and Turner, aye, Council convened 

in Closed Session, for the purpose of discussing the following matters: (A) Appointments to Boards and 

Commissions as authorized by Subsection 1. (B) A personnel matter as authorized by Subsection 1.  At 

the conclusion of Closed Session, each returning member of Council certified that (1) only public 

business matters exempt from open meeting requirements were discussed in said Closed Session; and 

(2) only those business matters identified in the motion convening the Closed Session were heard, 

discussed, or considered during Session.  On a motion by Danny Turner, seconded by Gene Teague, 
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with the following recorded 5-0 vote: Adkins, aye; Reynolds, aye; Teague, aye; Stroud, aye; and Turner, 

aye, Council returned to Open Session.   

Action taken:  Board appointments

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:50pm. 

:  (1 ) Tonya Jones, 752 Stultz Rd., appointed to a 3yr. term ending 

8/31/14 on the Pittsylvania County Community Action Agency Board on a motion by Reynolds, 

seconded by Teague, with a 5-0 vote.  (2) Donna Odell, 96 Diana Ct., re-appointed to a 3 yr. term ending 

4/30/15 on a motion by Adkins, seconded by Teague, with a 5-0 vote. 

 

 

 

 

  _______________________________   __________________________ 
  Brenda Prillaman         Kim Adkins 
  Clerk of Council                                                    Mayor  
                                
 

 


