
Electric Department

BRIGHT IDEAS WITHOUT LIMITS
Martinsville City Council has passed an

increase in electric, water & sewer rates effective
July 1, 2005. Customers should realize that the
cost increases were necessary to pay for unavoid-

able increases in the cost of purchasing wholesale
electricity on the energy market.

To meet the needs of our customers, we are
urging city utility customers to reduce their costs

by conserving electricity and water with a variety
of utility-saving options and tips.

For more information, contact the city at
276-403-5000.
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Martinsville Electric customers can

do a lot to conserve electricity with-
out spending much money:

LIGHTING & ENERGY
· Close your blinds, shades or

draperies during the hottest part of
the summer day. Letting in light
makes indoor temperatures hotter,
so leave the window coverings open
on winter days.

· Clean light fixtures, bulbs
and lamps. Dust disperses light and
makes rooms seem dim.

· Shift energy-intensive tasks
like laundry and dishwashing to off-
peak demand hours (i.e., weekdays
before 10:00 a.m. and after 6:00
p.m., all weekend long and all day
on holidays). 

· When using an electric
range, plan ahead and cook a num-
ber of dishes or meals for later use.
Open oven doors only when neces-
sary. 

· Rinse and wash clothes with
the washer’s cold water cycle.

· Turn off and unplug elec-
tronics when not in use: TVs, com-
puters, microwaves, CD players, and
other electronics use standby
power. Be sure to check the owner’s
manual to make sure this won’t
impact the memory or performance
of the machine. 

· Wash full loads in your dish-
washer and let the dishes air dry.
Air-drying your dishes increases
your dishwasher’s energy efficiency
as much as 40 percent. In homes
without automatic dishwashers,
lower the water heater thermostat
setting to 120º F and reduce use of
heated water for clothes washing.

(Some dishwashers require 140º F
water, so read your manual before
adjusting your water heater tem-
perature.) 

· Activate “sleep” features on
computers and office equipment
that power down after inactivity.
Turn them off altogether during
long periods of non-use to cut utili-
ty costs and extend longevity. 

· Use electric space heaters
sparingly.

HEATING & COOLING
· When leaving home for an

extended period of time, shut off
your air conditioner. 

· When possible, shade out-
door & window air conditioning
units. Many Martinsville residents
like to cultivate outdoor plants, so
be sure to keep heating & cooling
units free of debris and away from
outdoor foliage. 

· Clean or replace air-condi-
tioning & heating unit filters
monthly. 

· Heat or cool only the rooms
you are using. Close off unused

rooms. 
· Set your thermostat at the

highest or lowest comfortable set-
ting for each season. Try 72°F or
higher in the summer and 68°F or
lower in the winter. 

· Be sure that drapes are not
blocking vents. Make sure all vents
– both output and air return - are
free of blockages.

· Use the bathroom exhaust
fan during and for a short time
after bathing or showering to
reduce heat and moisture build-up. 

· Air conditioners work to
remove humidity, so reserve mois-
ture-making jobs such as dishwash-
ing, laundry and bathing for cooler
parts of the day.

· Use a portable or ceiling fan
to circulate air and make a breeze.
Fans cost less to run and use less
energy than air conditioners. 

INSULATION
· Insulate your home and

caulk/weather-strip around doors
and windows to reduce both cool-
ing and heating costs. These open-
ings can consume up to 40 percent
of your home’s heating and cooling
energy. Use insulating foam around
electrical outlets and light switches
to seal holes in walls and improve
energy efficiency.

· Install door “shoes” or
“sweeps” to stop air from sneaking
in or out under outside doors. 

· Insulate hot water pipes or
hot air ducts with fiberglass or other
suitable material. Insulate the first
10 feet of hot water and the first 2
feet of cold water pipes from the
water heater.



CCOONNSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN TTIIPPSS WWHHIICCHH RREEQQUUIIRREE SSOOMMEE IINNVVEESSTTMMEENNTT
· Consider window fans, ceil-

ing fans or whole-house fans, which
use much less power, as an alterna-
tive to air conditioners. 

· Have your heating and cool-
ing equipment serviced or checked
at least once a year. 

· Insulate your attic. Inspect
your attic. While specifications vary
for different parts of the country,
many experts recommend at least
one foot of some type of insulation
in the attic floor. If you have less,
and there is room, consider adding
insulation. Local contractors can
assist in evaluating and recom-
mending the proper insulation for
your home. If you have fiberglass
insulation, check it for discolored
areas. Black staining in the fibers
indicates a significant air leak from
your home to the attic. Fold back
the insulation and seal any open-
ings you find below it.

· If you are replacing doors or
windows, make sure the new unit is
energy efficient and has the recom-
mended “R” rating (“R” refers to
resistance to winter hear loss or
summer heat gain). The higher the

“R” rating, the better it insulates. A
single-glazed window has a rating
of 1; double glazed windows are
rated 2; a 6-inch thick piece of insu-
lation is 19.

· When buying new appli-
ances, look at the yellow Energy
Guide label and buy only energy-
efficient appliances. 

· Invest in storm windows or
use clear plastic window insulation
to help stop cold air from leaking
into your house in the winter.

· Buy a relative humidity
meter. In winter, indoor relative
humidity should be between 20 &
40 percent. Lower relative humidity
levels show your house has signifi-
cant air leaks that should be found
& fixed.

· Caulk around windows and
doors, and weather-strip doors.

Remember to pay special attention
to doors leading to unheated areas.
Door thresholds need a tight seal.

· Airseal around the chimney
where the chimney goes from
unheated to heated areas, and
around wires and vent pipes. Use
metal and high temperature caulk–
available at any auto supply store.

· Seal around pipes that enter
the home (electrical, water, tele-
phone) with caulking or foam in a
can.

· Caulk where the sill and
foundation meet. In basements, fill
the spaces between the floor joists
with 6” fiberglass along exterior
walls .

· Remove window air condi-
tioners in the winter, if possible. If
not possible, use an insulated cover.

· Seal cracks in foundation.
· Insulate and air-seal the attic

entry if attic is unheated. 
· Compact fluorescent lights

use 75 percent less electricity to
produce the same light as an incan-
descent. The CFL will last about
10,000 hours as opposed to 600 to
1,000 hour for an incandescent.

Tips for electricity conservation at shops
and business establishments:

Avoid excessive illumination. Please keep only
as many fans and lights on as you need. 

Do not use neon sign boards. Use only painted
sign boards. 

Use energy saving compact fluorescent lamps
for the illumination of shops, showrooms, or hotels. 

Switch on room air conditioners and coolers at
least one hour late and switch off one hour early. 

Use solar water heaters for hot water require-
ments of hotels and lodges.

All information contained in this pamphlet is
believed to be accurate. If you have any doubts
about advice, contact a professional or 403-5183.
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Don't over water your

lawn. Water every three to
five days in the summer.
Water when it’s calm and
later in the day.

Only run the dishwasher
and clothes washer when
they are fully loaded. 

Defrost frozen food in
the refrigerator or in the
microwave instead of run-
ning water over it. 

When washing dishes by
hand, use two basins - one
for washing, one for rinsing.

Use a broom, rather than
a hose, to clean sidewalks
and driveways. 

If you have a swimming
pool, get a cover to cut the
loss of water by evaporation.

Repair dripping faucets
and leaky toilets. Dripping
faucets can waste about
2,000 gallons of water each
year. Leaky toilets can waste
as much as 200 gallons each
day.

Source: American Water
Works Association
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