January 23, 2018
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on
January 23, 2018 in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:30 PM with Mayor Gene
Teague presiding. Council Members present included Gene Teague, Chad Martin, and Kathy
Lawson. Sharon Hodge and Jennifer Bowles were not in attendance. Staff present included
City Manager Leon Towarnicki, Assistant City Manager Wayne Knox, City Attorney Eric
Monday, Clerk of Council Karen Roberts, Telecommunications Director Mike Scaffidi, MiNET
Accounts Manager Kathy Reed, Finance Director Linda Conover, and Deputy Police Chief Rob
Fincher.
City Attorney Monday explained that Council Member Bowles was not feeling well and
would be unable to attend the meeting. In accordance with the Code of Virginia Section 2.23708.1(A1 and 2) she could participate in the meeting by phone if present Council Members
agreed. Council Member Lawson made a motion to allow Bowles to participate by phone; Vice
Mayor Martin seconded the motion with the following roll 3-0 call vote: Lawson, aye; Teague,
aye; and Martin, aye. Mayor Teague called the meeting to order and advised Council would go
into Closed Session beginning at 7:00 PM. In accordance with section 2.1-344 (A) Code of
Virginia (1950, and as amended) and upon a motion by Council Member Lawson, seconded by
Council Member Vice Mayor Martin, with the following 4-0 recorded vote: Council Member
Lawson, aye; Council Member Bowles, aye; Mayor Teague, aye and Vice Mayor Martin, aye,
Council convened in Closed Session to discuss the following matters: (A) Appointments to
boards and commissions as authorized by Subsection 1, (B) Consultation with legal counsel
and briefings by staff members, attorneys or consultants pertaining to actual or probable
litigation, or other specific legal matters requiring the provision of legal advice by such
counsel, as authorized by Subsection 7, and (C) Addendum: Discussion or consideration of the
acquisition of real property for a public purpose, or the disposition of publicly held real
property, where discussion in an open meeting would adversely affect the bargaining position
or negotiating strategy of the public body, as authorized by Subsection 3. Upon returning to
Council Chambers, City Attorney Monday explained again that Council Member Bowles would
be allowed to participate in the meeting by phone.

Mayor Teague explained that Council

would return to Closed Session when the Regular Session was complete.
Following the Pledge to the American Flag and invocation by Council Member Lawson,
Mayor Teague welcomed everyone to the meeting.
Consider presentation of a proclamation honoring Ruth H. Rothrock – Council
Member Lawson read the proclamation that was presented by Council to family members. Ms.
Rothrock’s son Dru thanked Council and said the family was humbled for the recognition.
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Read a Proclamation acknowledging February 2018 as Black History Month – Vice
Mayor Martin read the proclamation.
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Hear an update regarding status of activities related to the Brownfield Grant the City
received – Assistant City Manager Wayne Knox summarized the current Brownfield Grant
activity and welcomed representatives of Draper Aden, which updated Council on the
Brownfield Grant progress. Two City employees attended the Brownfield Conference this past
year, which provided considerable education regarding the grant. Draper Aden is working on
five properties in the area and detailed the status of each location. Draper Aden feels strongly
that the City would benefit from a second Brownfield Grant and would like to proceed with a
new proposal to continue the program.
Hear an update on FY18 Telecommunications operations – MiNET Director Mike
Scaffidi introduced the newest department employee Kathy Reed. Scaffidi summarized the
department revenue and expenses, current operational issues, customer base, system growth,
value of the services provided and the anticipated future of the department including
marketing, expansion, and resources needed. City Manager Towarnicki said an ad was placed
in the Chamber’s magazine and it will be marketed at the upcoming trade show. There is
some discussion regarding potential residential high-speed internet and telephone services in
the future.
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Consider a review of the City’s Finance Report – Finance Director Linda Conover
summarized the Finance Report. Council Member Lawson made a motion to approve the
finance report as presented; Vice Mayor Martin seconded the motion with all participating
Council Members voting in favor.
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Consider adoption of a Council Resolution in support of House Bill 222 introduced by
3rd District House Delegate James W. Morefield – City Manager Towarnicki explained House
Bill 222 that establishes an income tax modification and the need for the resolution to express
Council’s support. Council Member Lawson made a motion to adopt the resolution; Vice
Mayor Martin seconded the motion with all participating Council Members voting in favor.
Consider approval of Consent Agenda - Council Member Lawson made a motion to
approve the consent agenda as presented; Vice Mayor Martin seconded the motion with all
Council Members voting in favor.
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Business from the Floor – Wayne Knox shared details about the next Citizen’s Academy
that would be held every Thursday in February and encouraged residents to register and
participate.

Ural Harris, 217 Stuart Street expressed concern regarding the zoning

requirements and the proposed walking trail. Harris requested that some specifics be removed
from the zoning ordinance to prevent the County from causing some of the same issues with
the residents in the future. Deputy Police Chief Rob Fincher invited residents to Hardees on
East Church Street for 9:00-10:30am Thursday for the Coffee with a Cop event. Hannah and
Emma Hale are students who attended the meeting for school credit and were welcomed to the
meeting by Council members.
Comments by members of City Council – Council Member Bowles thanked Council for
allowing her to participate electronically. Vice Mayor Martin wished Bowles a speedy recovery
and Council Member Hodge safe travels.

Martin thanked the students for attending and

encouraged them to research a leadership program that is offered through UVA.

Council

Member Lawson shared that there will be a cursive writing class being offered in the City for
any parents who would like for their children to learn cursive since the schools don’t teach it
any longer. Mayor Teague recognized Pete Bluhm who was an active part of the community
and passed away this past weekend.
Comments by City Manager – City Manager Towarnicki recognized Mr. Bluhm also. He
will be in touch with Council Members regarding meetings needed regarding the Housing
Office and a pre-budget work session sometime in February. Budget documents will go out to
staff in the coming week and will be presented to Council early April. There is a program
offered through the Utility Billing department to average out the bills each month to avoid the
high/low dips.

The new meter system recently identified over 20 leaks at residential

properties during the exceptionally cold days.

Mayor Teague said he is still receiving a

number of complaints regarding power outages and feels there are ways to update the system
to keep residents informed. Towarnicki said they are working on a variety of resolutions.
City Attorney Monday spoke about the loss of Karen Gunter-Walker who passed away
last week. Karen was an asset to the department and worked well with residents who visited
the office.

She was a good friend, a wonderful Christian, a talented artist who created and

gave away beautiful handmade Christmas cards and an asset to the residents of the
community. She will be sorely missed.
Council Members returned to Closed Session at 9:07pm.
At the conclusion of Closed Session, each returning member of Council certified that (1)
only public business matters exempt from open meeting requirements were discussed in said
Closed Session; and (2) only those business matters identified in the motion convening the
Closed Session were heard, discussed, or considered during the Session. A motion was made
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by Council Member Lawson, seconded by Vice Mayor Martin, with the following 4-0 recorded
vote in favor to return to Open Session: Council Member Bowles, aye; Mayor Teague, aye; Vice
Mayor Martin, aye; and Council Member Lawson, aye.
A motion was made by Council Member Bowles to appoint James Hyler to the School
Board for an unexpired term ending June 30, 2018; the motion died due to lack of a second.
A motion was made by Council Member Lawson to appoint Sammy Redd to the School
Board for an unexpired term ending June 30, 2018; Vice Mayor Martin seconded the motion.
All participating Council Members voted in favor
There being no further business, Council Member Lawson made a motion to adjourn
the meeting; the motion was seconded by Vice Mayor Martin with all Council Members voting
in favor. The meeting adjourned at 11:00pm.
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