February 13, 2018
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on
February 13, 2018 in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:30 PM with Mayor Gene
Teague presiding. Council Members present included Gene Teague, Chad Martin, Sharon
Hodge, Kathy Lawson and Jennifer Bowles. Staff present included City Manager Leon
Towarnicki, Assistant City Manager Wayne Knox, City Attorney Eric Monday, Clerk of Council
Karen Roberts, Finance Director Linda Conover, Commissioner of Revenue Ruth Easley, Public
Works Director Chris Morris, Fleet Manager Lane Shively and Police Chief Eddie Cassady.
Mayor Teague called the meeting to order and advised Council would go into Closed
Session beginning at 7:00 PM. In accordance with section 2.1-344 (A) Code of Virginia (1950,
and as amended) and upon a motion by Council Member Lawson, seconded by Hodge, with
the following 5-0 recorded vote: Council Member Lawson, aye; Council Member Bowles, aye;
Mayor Teague, aye; Council Member Hodge, and Vice Mayor Martin, aye, Council convened in
Closed Session to discuss the following matters: (A) Appointments to boards and commissions
as authorized by Subsection 1, and (B) Consultation with legal counsel and briefings by staff
members, attorneys or consultants pertaining to actual or probable litigation, or other specific
legal matters requiring the provision of legal advice by such counsel, as authorized by
Subsection 7. At the conclusion of Closed Session, each returning member of Council certified
that (1) only public business matters exempt from open meeting requirements were discussed
in said Closed Session; and (2) only those business matters identified in the motion convening
the Closed Session were heard, discussed, or considered during the Session. A motion was
made by Council Member Bowles; seconded by Council Member Hodge, with the following 5-0
recorded vote in favor to return to Open Session: Council Member Bowles, aye; Mayor Teague,
aye; Council Member Hodge, aye; Vice Mayor Martin, aye; and Council Member Lawson, aye.
Vice Mayor Martin made a motion to appoint Carol Kendrick to the Arts and Cultural
Committee (Citizen position) for an unexpired 3-year term ending December 31, 2020. The
motion was seconded by Council Member Hodge with all Council Members voting in favor.
Council Member Lawson made a motion to appoint Veraine Randolph to the Anchor
Group Home Commission for an unexpired 4-year term ending December 31, 2018. The
motion was seconded by Council Member Bowles with all Council Members voting in favor.
Following the Pledge to the American Flag and invocation by Vice Mayor Martin, Mayor
Teague welcomed everyone to the meeting.
Consider extending the City’s participation in the I-73 Coalition for an additional 12
months, through the end of 2018 – City Manager Towarnicki welcomed John Stirrup, CoExecutive Director of the Coalition and partner of Alcalde and Fay Government and Public
Affairs Consultants. Stirrup presented information to Council including how they are raising
awareness of I73, it’s benefits and actions taken on both a federal and state level. Council
Member Hodge explained that she is no longer in support of this project and questioned what
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the City would get out of it since some information presented tonight was different from what
was shared previously. Stirrup responded to Hodges concerns and explained the Governor
Mcauliffe was not in total support previously where as Governor Northam is. Mayor Teague
asked how representatives in other areas would respond if Martinsville or other locations are
not “on board”. Stirrup explained that it would put doubt in those locations’ confidence in the
project. Council Member Hodge would like to see measurable support which has not been
presented yet.
years.

Stirrup gave examples of how the project has progressed in the past three

Council Member Lawson made a motion to extend the City’s participation in the

Coalition for an additional 12 months, Vice Mayor Martin seconded the motion with a 4-1 vote:
all Council Members in favor with the exception of Council Member Hodge.

Consider authorizing execution of an easement to Henry County for recreational use of
approximately 0.76 acres located on the south side of Spruce Street adjacent to Mulberry
Creek for the purpose of constructing a trailhead facility for the extension of the Dick and
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Willie Trail – City Manager Towarnicki summarized the steps taken on the Dick and Willie
extension plan and the County’s action to shift the trail’s proposed location in consideration of
City residents. Mayor Teague asked how many in attendance were in favor or opposed to the
proposed location. Council Member Hodge asked how many in support of the trail were City
residents. Vice Mayor Martin asked how many in attendance lived at properties affected by
the City. No motion was made to authorize the execution. Council Member Bowles expressed
her support of the trail and had the opportunity to view the properties directly affected by the
trail extension. Bowles explained that each residents concerns are important. Bowles feels
that the County did not detail the trail thoroughly and that not all affected by the extension
were notified. She explained that the residents do see the advantage of the trail but there is a
large percentage of residents who do not support the project.

Council Member Lawson

explained that the County wasn’t completely transparent with the City on their plans for the
trail extension. Lawson is supportive of extending the trail but feels there could be a better
route considered.

Lawson questioned who signed the Harvest application.

Towarnicki said he would check into Lawson’s question.

City Manager

Lawson clarified that she is not

opposed to the trail, she is opposed to the route. Vice Mayor Martin mirrored Lawson and
Bowles comments and stated that the neighborhood meeting opened his eyes to legitimate
concerns.

Martin said residents and City Council were not notified of all information

regarding the trail. Council Member Hodge was opposed to the plan since January 9 th and
feels the process was flawed from the beginning. If the EDC, Harvest Foundation and the
County are true partners then they could have met to map out a more appropriate route.
Mayor Teague feels the process was flawed and the County failed to do a proper job contacting
the residents. Teague’s concern is that they are leaving the residents with the thoughts that
the trail project is cancelled.

Harvest has already funded the project and the County has

already decided to move forward with the project, the question is how much of the trail will be
built.

Council Member Hodge made a motion to send a letter to the Harvest Foundation

requesting they stop the continued investment and halt support the project.

Vice Mayor

Martin seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor. Council Member Hodge
made a second motion for Council to ask the Planning Commission to revisit the zoning
ordinance regarding how open space projects are handled.

Council Member Bowles seconded

the motion with all Council Members voting in favor. Community Development Wayne Knox
confirmed that he has significant information to go forward with the request.
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Hear information from the Town of South Boston regarding the transition from city to
town - City Manager Towarnicki introduced South Boston Town Manager Tom Raab. South
Boston was the first City in Virginia to go through the reversion process in the 1990s.
Towarnicki explained to the media that Mr. Raab was here for informational purposes only
and the discussion of reversion is inevitable during budget months. In 1995, Raab was on the
Planning Commission in South Boston and provided details of the annexation of South Boston
from a City to a Town. County Commissioner of Revenue and County Treasurer will be elected
and there will no longer be a need for those City positions. There is no need for separate
courts, trash collection, voter registration, recreation, etc. Taxes will be paid to both Town and
County. Raab highly recommended taking control over properties on both sides of the Smith
River.

Council Member Bowles asked what the biggest setback was resulting from the

reversion. Raab explained that the relationship between the Town and County suffered which
causes making decisions more complicated now. Raab said he would do it again even with the
complications, that reversion was the only choice South Boston had left. Financially it was a
good move for both the County and the Town but the tax rates should have been kept up.
Raab recommended that the Board of Supervisors and Council Members talk and try to keep
the lawyers out of it. Raab said the school consolidation wasn’t a big deal. The process to
revert took approximately four years. South Boston has a 7-member Town Council board.
Residents liked the reduced costs but didn’t like receiving two separate bills. City Manager
Towarnicki explained that one of the issues is the amount of time for the process to be
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completed. Raab recommended that the City keep the same IDA but South Boston works well
with the County IDA as well.
Conduct a public hearing to hear public input regarding a street abandonment of an
alley way, consider abandonment of the alley and conveyance to adjacent property owners –
City Attorney Monday explained that the new owners of the Druid Lanes property have
discovered that the alley was never abandoned, it’s never been used and are requesting that
the city abandon the lot for a cleaner paper map. The alley would be split between property
owners on either side. Mayor Teague opened the public hearing. Commissioner of Revenue
Easley asked for confirmation that the entire alley be abandoned and would there be new
maps drawn to get them back on the tax roll. City Attorney Monday asked that only the
portion that goes through Druid Lanes be modified otherwise the other property owners would
have to pay extra for the additional property and surveys to provide new maps. The public
hearing was closed. Council Member Bowles made a motion to approve the abandonment
Druid Lane’s section of the alley only, Council Member Lawson seconded the motion with all
voting in favor. The public hearing was reopened then closed again with no one approaching
the podium. Council Member Bowles made the motion to convey the alley to the Druid Lane’s
property owners. Council Member Lawson seconded the motion with all Council Members
voting in favor.
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Consider adoption of a resolution requesting the transfer of unspent VDOT revenue
sharing funds designated for the Uptown paving project to the Commonwealth Boulevard
bridge repair project – City Manager Towarnicki explained that moving the money requires a
resolution. The bridge is estimated to be a $2.3 million project. Council Member Lawson made
a motion to adopt the resolution, Council Member Hodge seconded motion with all Members
voting in favor.

Consider sale of property located at 310 Hairston Street, Martinsville, Virginia – City
Manager Towarnicki said the city bought this property with the understanding that it would
need to be demolished but the City was able to reroute the sewer line. The City has received
another offer and deposit on the purchase of the property. He recommends the property be
sold. Mayor recessed Council and declared the Housing Authority in session. Housing
Authority Member Lawson made a motion to approve the sale of the property; Housing
Authority Member Hodge seconded the motion with all Members voting in favor. Housing
Authority Chairman Teague adjourned the Housing Authority and reconvened as City Council.
Consider approval of Consent Agenda - Council Member Hodge made a motion to
approve the consent agenda as presented; Council Member Bowles seconded the motion with
all Council Members voting in favor.
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Business from the Floor – Ural Harris, 217 Stuart Street requested that the old
reversion study be replaced on the website. City Manager confirmed that it has been added.
The Chief of Police Cassady detailed the efforts of a Ridgeway Eagle Scout who completed a
drug recycle box project. He placed a drug recycle box in front of the Municipal Building lobby
which would accept all drugs with the exception of liquids and chemotherapy drugs.

The

police department will continue with their bi-annual drug take back programs. Wayne Knox
shared details on the upcoming Citizens Academy beginning March 1 and every Thursday
through March. Crystal Caldwell, 1303 Country Club Drive thanked Council for taking all
things into consideration regarding the trail. Bill Moorefield, Spruce St Extension wishes there
were a group in the City that would work with the County officials to make the trail in a
fashion agreeable with everyone. Moorefield wonders if Council viewed both South Boston and
Halifax County budgets before and after to see the actual results and costs.
Comments by members of City Council – Council member Lawson says the local
hospital is on diversion status. Council Member Bowles shared the physical location of City
Council Chambers for those viewing who may not know. Bowles recommends any graduate
attend PHCC for two years before attending a four year college. Vice Mayor Martin thanked
the residents for their persistence in standing up for their beliefs related to the Dick and Willie
Trail.
Comments by City Manager – City Manager Towarnicki explained that the pre-budget
work session emails would go out either the last week of February or first week of March.
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Towarnicki explained that the boy scouts in the area do local eagle scout projects and in the
local district in 2017, there were 31 projects done with a minimum of 100 project hours
invested. These scouts do great work that doesn’t always get recognized.
City Attorney Monday thanked the Commissioner of Revenue for bringing the issue with
the alleyway to Council’s attention. Council Member Bowles expressed condolences to Officer
Stone in the passing of his father.
There being no further business, Council Member Hodge made a motion to adjourn the
meeting; the motion was seconded by Council Member Bowles with all Council Members
voting in favor. The meeting adjourned at 9:23 pm.
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