October 23, 2018, 2018 Council Meeting
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on October
23, 2018 in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:30 PM with Mayor Gene Teague
presiding. Council Members present included Gene Teague, Jim Woods, Jennifer Bowles, Vice
Mayor Chad Martin and Kathy Lawson. Staff present included City Manager Leon Towarnicki,
Assistant City Manager Wayne Knox, City Attorney Eric Monday, Clerk of Council Karen
Roberts, Finance Director Linda Conover, Deputy Police Chief Rob Fincher and Utilities Director
Durwin Joyce.
Mayor Teague called the meeting to order and advised Council would go into Closed Session
beginning at 7:00 PM. In accordance with section 2.1-344 (A) Code of Virginia (1950, and as
amended) and upon a motion by Council Member Lawson, seconded by Council Member Bowles
with the following 5-0 recorded vote: Mayor Teague, aye; Council Member Woods, aye; Vice
Mayor Martin, aye; Council Member Bowles, aye; and Council Member Lawson, aye.
Council convened in Closed Session to discuss the following matters: (A) Discussion or
consideration of the acquisition of real property for a public purpose, or of the disposition of
publicly held real property, where discussion in an open meeting would adversely affect the
bargaining position or negotiating strategy of the public body as authorized by Subsection 3,
and (B) Consultation with legal counsel and briefings by staff members, attorneys or
consultants pertaining to actual or probable litigation, or other specific legal matters requiring
the provision of legal advice by such counsel, as authorized by Subsection 7. At the
conclusion of Closed Session, each returning member of Council certified that (1) only public
business matters exempt from open meeting requirements were discussed in said Closed
Session; and (2) only those business matters identified in the motion convening the Closed
Session were heard, discussed, or considered during the Session. A motion was made by
Council Member Lawson; seconded by Council Member Bowles, with the following 5-0
recorded vote in favor to return to Open Session: Vice Mayor Martin, aye; Council Member
Bowles, aye; Mayor Teague, aye; Council Member Woods, aye; and Council Member Lawson,
aye.
Vice Mayor Martin made a motion to appoint Mitchel Farley to the Transportation Safety
Commission for a 4-year unexpired term ending December 31, 2021. Council Member Bowles
seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor.
Council Member Bowles made a motion to appoint Lydia Martin to the Pittsylvania
County Community Action Agency Board for a 3-year term ending August 31, 2020. Council
Member Lawson seconded the motion with four Council Members voting in favor. Vice Mayor
Martin is related to the applicate and abstained from the vote.
Council Member Woods made a motion to appoint Andy Quirk to the Southern Virginia
Recreation Facilities Authority for a 4-year term ending October 31, 2022. Council Member
Lawson seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor.
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No other action was taken out of Closed Session.
Following the Pledge to the American Flag and invocation by Mayor Teague, Teague
welcomed everyone to the meeting.
Hear an overview of the October 22, 2018 West End neighborhood tour and meeting –
City Manager Towarnicki summarized the Neighborhood tour, detailing the route of the tour
and concerns that were observed and discussed. Towarnicki summarized some of the concerns
voiced by residents at the Neighborhood meeting along with the action that is being taken by
the City to correct those concerns.
Read and present a proclamation to City Electric Department staff – City Manager
Towarnicki reflected on previous storms, which caused excessive downed trees and power
outages. Towarnicki shared details about employees who worked long, dangerous hours to
restore electricity to the residents, stating that it was a team effort between the Electric
Department, Public Works, the Police and the Fire/EMS Departments. Mayor Teague thanked
the employees and said he could not count the number of positive comments from appreciative
residents for the response of the City departments. Vice Mayor Martin explained that while
residents were “running away” from the storm threat, the City employees were working hard
away from their family to restore power even when they did not have power at home. Council
Member Lawson said residents are lucky to have power back in such a short time considering
how many others still do not have power. Council Member Woods says he is amazed at the
dedication and the City employees are greatly appreciated. Council Member Bowles hopes the
residents realize the sacrifices of the Electric crews. Teague read the proclamation. Council
Members presented copies of the proclamation to Electric Department employees. Durwin
Joyce thanked Council for the recognition and thanked Electric Cities of North Carolina,
Chick-Fil-A, Super 8 Motel, and Amanda in Public Works for helping to field calls, Kathy
Vernon who fed the crews a meal and he thanked the customers who were supportive and
patient while the crews worked to restore power.
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Hear an update from Lisa Fultz of the M-HC Chamber of Commerce regarding activities
related to the City/C-PEG Small Business Development contract – Fultz said TGIF season was
successful and all events were well attended. OctoberFest was successful and she is thankful
for the assistance from the City departments and staff. The Farmers Market is well attended
with three more Saturdays this season; some Saturdays there are more than 500 residents
who attend. There was $1200 in SNAP benefits, which resulted in $2400 in fresh fruits and
vegetables to those recipients. Uptown initiatives are focusing on events to drive residents to
uptown merchants including Second Thursdays where 18 City merchants will stay open late.
Residents can look for flags that signal those merchants that are open late. November 8 is the
next Second Thursday along with the Tree Lighting at 5:30 that same evening. Holidays at the
Market will be December 8. Uptown Trick or Treat will be 4:00-6:00pm October 31 with
numerous merchants and organizations participating. By spring, 2019 she would like to
revisit the inventory of available properties uptown and work closely to market opportunities
for those properties. The Incubator remains at 96% with another lease in progress. The
second floor will be actively marketed for a use beyond light manufacturing. Regarding StartUp Martinsville-Henry County 2019, they are in the process of finalizing the application
process. This next year will focus on mentoring and not just a grant program. Seventeen
businesses continue to be very successful after completing the Start-Up program. Applications
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for the program will be due January 8, 2019. Longwood Small Business Development has
agreed to help with the process and the completion of the business plans. With the more than
20 new businesses, there was $853,000 in capital investment with $365,000 of that in the
City. 47 of the 89 jobs are in the City. There are nine prospects for local businesses, most of
which are restaurants. There are other projects in addition to Ollie’s, Rural King and Cook-Out
that hopefully will be locating to the Martinsville-Henry County area.
Presentation of proclamation regarding Extra Mile Day 2018 – Council Member Lawson
read the proclamation that will be forwarded to the Extra Mile National Organization.

Consider discussion of a draft rental property inspection ordinance – City Attorney
Monday presented a draft for Council’s consideration after a dangerous situation was
discovered a year ago in a rental property. The draft is modeled after the Blacksburg, Virginia
ordinance. This is not an ordinance that allows Inspections to inspect all properties. This is
not a vehicle of vendetta between tenants and landlords. It is just a means of protecting the
tenant from unsafe living conditions. Staff recommends a session to hear public comments
although not required before adoption of the ordinance. Mayor Teague expressed his support
of the ordinance and the public comment session. Council Member Lawson and Council
Member Bowles support the ordinance and public hearing. Bowles said a property owner
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expressed concern about potential retaliation that may exaggerate minor issues. Teague
asked that a public comment session be scheduled for the November 1st meeting.
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Consider discussion of the City’s 2019 Legislative Agenda – City Attorney Monday
explained that the City determines it’s legislative priorities each year. Monday presented a
draft to Council and touched on the modifications. Mayor Teague would like to see support
funding for the schools and maintenance to existing structures. Council Member Bowles
referred to House Bill 284 regarding historic African American cemeteries so the money can be
obtained to help local cemeteries. Bowles also referenced House Bill 222 related to economic
development, which provides a reduction in state corporate income tax liabilities to new
businesses relocating to those areas. Bowles asked if Martinsville could mirror that same type
of bill, not to be amended on the Legislative Agenda but to review for Martinsville City to tack
on to the incentive package.
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Consider adoption of a resolution approving and confirming a Declaration of Local
Emergency – Council Member Lawson made a motion to approve the resolution. Council
Member Bowles seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor.
Consider approval of the finance report covering the period from July 1 through
September 30, 2018 – Finance Director Linda Conover summarized the finance report. The
audit is complete. Council Member Bowles made a motion to approve the finance report as
presented. Council Member Lawson seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in
favor.
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Consider approval of consent agenda – Council Member Bowles made a motion to approve
the consent agenda additions; Council Member Lawson seconded the motion with all Council
Members voting in favor. Council Member Lawson made a motion to approve the request from
the School for additional funds to purchase a school bus; Council Member Bowles seconded
the motion with all Council Members voting in favor.
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Business from the Floor – Deputy Police Chief Rob Fincher said an officer looked at the
street lights on Wilson Street, all are functioning but they are older lights and not as bright.
Saturday is National Drug Take-Back at the Fire Department; residents can simply drive
through between 10:00am-2:00pm. Fincher confirmed that participation in the last two drug
take-back sessions increased tremendously from years past. There is also a drug take-back
option for daily disposal.

Sophia Esdaile is a member of the Harvest Youth Board. November 21, 2018 from
1:00-4:00pm there will be a Thanksgiving dinner at Martinsville High School. Call in orders
will be taken. Volunteers can register on the Harvest Foundation website. Esdaile will be
posting information regularly on social media.
Comments by Members of City Council – Vice Mayor Martin explained that on
November 3, 2018 Martinsville-HC Community Development would be at West End Park for a
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Community Clean-up day. Martin joked if anyone local wins the lottery to please consider an
endowment to the City. Lawson shared that October 29 there would be a boxwood blight
community meeting. October 31 is the Uptown Halloween from 4:00-6:00pm, which is a safe
and fun place to bring children. November 1, Christmas Cheer will begin and they are
currently taking applications for the holiday season. Christmas Cheer will be located in the
same building as past years. Council Member Bowles attended the grand opening at Piedmont
Community Services and is thankful that they found a good use for the building. Bowles
reminded residents that Election Day is November 6 and encouraged them to vote. Council
Member Woods said the Neighborhood meeting was informative. The City has many
opportunities for the youth including cultural and recreational amenities such as Community
Theater Works. Woods stated that there are numerous outlets to keep residents in the City.
Comments by City Manager – City Manager Towarnicki agreed that there are plenty of
activities going on in the community if you are willing to look. The grand opening at Piedmont
Community Services was a good event and they are a great fit for that building and location.
Please watch out for children during Halloween. On November 3 there is a free mobile medical
clinic hosted by Liberty University College at the First United Methodist fellowship area. Last
year there were close to 300 attendees. The clinic will be 8:00am-3:00pm. Towarnicki recognized
retiring employees Doug Wood, Doug Huston, and Carmen McDowell. Towarnicki also honored
Jack McDowell who recently retired and passed away this past week.
City Attorney Monday reminded residents that it is against the law to trick-or-treat over
the age of 12 or after 9:00pm.
There being no further business, Council Member Bowles made a motion to adjourn the
meeting; the motion was seconded by Vice Mayor Martin with all Council Members voting in
favor. The meeting adjourned at 9:17pm.
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