August 13, 2019 Council Meeting
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on August
13, 2019 in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:30 PM with Mayor Kathy Lawson
presiding. Other Council Members present included Jennifer Bowles, Chad Martin, Jim Woods
and Danny Turner.

Staff present included City Manager Leon Towarnicki, Assistant City

Manager/City Attorney Eric Monday, Clerk of Council Karen Roberts, and Finance Director
Linda Conover.
Mayor Lawson called the meeting to order and advised Council would go into Closed Session
beginning at 7:00 PM. In accordance with section 2.1-344 (A) Code of Virginia (1950, and as
amended) and upon a motion by Council Member Bowles seconded by Council Member Turner
with the following 5-0 recorded vote: Council Member Bowles, aye; Mayor Lawson, aye;
Vice Mayor Martin, aye; Council Member Turner, aye; and Council Member Woods, aye. Council
convened in Closed Session to discuss the following matters: (A) Consultation with legal counsel
and briefings by staff members, attorneys or consultants pertaining to actual or probable
litigation, or other specific legal matters requiring the provision of legal advice by such counsel,
as authorized by Subsection 7. At the conclusion of Closed Session, each returning member of
Council certified that (1) only public business matters exempt from open meeting requirements
were discussed in said Closed Session; and (2) only those business matters identified in the
motion convening the Closed Session were heard, discussed, or considered during the A motion
was made by Council Member Turner; seconded by Council Member Bowles, with the following
5-0 recorded vote in favor to return to Open Session: Vice Mayor Martin, aye; Council Member
Bowles, aye; Mayor Lawson, aye; Council Member Woods, aye; and Council Member Turner,
aye. No action was taken out of Closed Session.
Following the Pledge to the American Flag and invocation by Council Member Woods, Lawson
welcomed everyone to the meeting.
Consider approval of the minutes for April 10, April 15, 2019 and April 17, 2019 Work
Sessions, April 22, 2019 Neighborhood Meeting, April 23, 2019 Council Meeting, April 26,
2019 Work Session, May 14, 2019 Council Meeting, and the May 28, 2019 Council Meeting –
Council Member Bowles made a motion to approve the minutes as presented; Vice Mayor
Martin seconded the motion with all council voting in favor.
Consider setting a schedule and location for FY20 Council neighborhood meetings – City
Manager Towarnicki explained the need for setting the neighborhood meetings for the
upcoming year and the dates and locations of the previous year. Council agreed on the dates
and locations as follows: Druid Hills/Uptown on September 23, 2019 at NCI, Westside area
on October 21, 2019 at High Street Baptist, Northside/Chatham Heights area on March 23,
2020 at Chatham Heights Baptist and Southside area on April 27, 2020 at Fuller Memorial.
Consider setting a public hearing for Council’s August 27, 2019 meeting for the purpose of
receiving names of citizens interested in an appointment for one unexpired 3-year term ending
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June 30, 2021 on the Martinsville City School Board – Mayor Lawson asked that previous
applications be considered again without needing to be interviewed. City Attorney explained
those names would still need to be mentioned during the public hearing. Council Member
Woods made a motion to set the public hearing for August 27; Council Member Bowles
seconded the motion with all council members voting in favor.
Consider adoption on first reading, Ordinance 2019-U-2 approving an updated permit fee
schedule – Kris Bridges worked with other localities to set the City’s permit fee schedule in line
with other localities and stated that most local contractors preferred the flat fee options.
Council Member Bowles made a motion to approve Ordinance 2019-U-2 on first reading. Vice
Mayor Martin seconded the motion with the following roll call vote: Mayor Lawson, aye; Vice
Mayor Martin, aye; Council Member Woods, aye; Council Member Bowles, aye and Council
Member Turner, aye.
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Hear an update on several ongoing projects – City Manager Towarnicki updated Council
on the Housing Summit from July 31, which was jointly sponsored by Harvest Foundation,
Henry County, Martinsville and the EDC. The meeting was well attended by developers, real
estate agents and professionals, finance people, contractors and others involved in housing
opportunities in the state. Industry leaders concerned about the lack of housing for employees
as businesses expand prompted the meeting. Attendees at the meeting discussed apartment
and hotel availability in the area. A presentation was given about possible development sites
within the City and Henry County. There was a lot of interest in the Chief Tassel building for
development for housing. There will be a follow up meeting within the week. A Housing
Coordinator was recently hired at the EDC. Towarnicki updated Council on an additional
project related to childcare needs in the community. The City applied for a $50,000 planning
grant, which was approved. There will be public information meetings Thursday at NCI to
research what is specifically needed within the City and County. The Weldon Cooper Center
will be engaged with this project as well.
Consider approval of consent agenda – Council Member Bowles made a motion to approve
the consent agenda as presented; Vice Mayor Martin seconded the motion with all members
voting in favor.

August 13, 2019 Council Meeting

Business from the Floor – Sophia Esdaile explained this is her last meeting before leaving for
college. She has attended most every Council meeting for the past two years. Esdaile thanked
Council Member Bowles for taking her under her wing and showing her what City Council is
about. She has learned so much from all of the Council members. .
Comments by Members of City Council – City Council Bowles said that it has been a pleasure
getting to know Esdaile and her family. Bowles asked for an update on the Pine Hall Block
grant. City Manager Towarnicki confirmed that they would reapply in September. Council
Member Turner asked for an update on the $600,000 from a FEMA grant, stating that the local
newspaper description made it appear that the total has not been received in full. Towarnicki
said the City had received most of the funds totaling around $580,000. Vice Mayor Martin also
congratulated Esdaile and wished her luck. Martin recommended residents visit the Civil Rights
Exhibit in Danville. Martin invited residents to NCI for an opioid discussion. Mayor Lawson
received a letter from Congressman Morgan Griffith congratulating the City on being a Tree City.
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Lawson also received a letter from the University of Virginia Basketball team thanking Council
for the proclamation on their behalf.
Comments by City Manager and City Attorney – City Manager Towarnicki said there would
be a meeting on Thursday at Drewey Mason regarding the I73 project.
There being no further business, Council Member Bowles made a motion to adjourn the
meeting; the motion was seconded by Vice Mayor Martin with all Council Members voting in
favor. The meeting adjourned at 8:15pm.
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