
October 13, 2015 
 

The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on 

October 13, 2015 in Council Chambers, Municipal Building at 7:30pm, Closed Session 

beginning at 6:30pm with Mayor Danny Turner presiding.  Council Members present: Mayor 

Danny Turner, Vice Mayor Jennifer Bowles, Council Member Gene Teague, Council Member 

Sharon Hodge and Council Member Mark Stroud.  Staff members present included: City 

Manager Leon Towarnicki, City Attorney Eric Monday, Police Chief Sean Dunn, Clerk of 

Council Karen Roberts, Finance Director Linda Conover, Budget Analyst Mary Prillaman, and 

Human Resources Director Dave Brahmstadt. 

Mayor Turner called the meeting to order and advised Council would go into Closed 

Session. In accordance with Section 2.1-344 (A) of the Code of Virginia (1950, and as 

amended) and upon motion by Vice Mayor Bowles, seconded by Council Member Teague with 

the following recorded 4-0 roll-call vote: Vice Mayor Bowles, aye; Council Member Teague, aye; 

Council Member Hodge, aye; Mayor Turner, aye.  Council Member Stroud was absent during 

the vote but joined Closed Session at 6:40pm.  Council convened in Closed Session for the 

purpose of discussing the following matters: A) Appointments to boards and commissions as 

authorized by Subsection 1. B) Consultation with legal counsel and briefings by staff 

members, attorneys or consultants pertaining to actual or probable litigation, or other specific 

legal matters requiring the provision of legal advice by such counsel, as authorized by 

Subsection 7.At the conclusion of the Closed Session, each returning member of Council 

certified that (1) only public business matters exempt from opening meeting requirements were 

discussed in said Closed Session and (2) only those business matters identified in the motion 

convening the Closed Session were heard, discussed, or considered during the Session.  On a 

motion by Vice Mayor Bowles and seconded by Council Member Hodge with the following 5-0 

roll-call recorded vote:  Teague, aye; Hodge, aye; Bowles, aye; Turner, aye; Stroud, aye; 

Council returned to Open Session. 

Invocation and Pledge to the American Flag –Council Member Mark Stroud.  

A motion was made by Council Member Teague to appoint Lisa Fultz to the Martinsville-

Henry County Economic Development Corporation for an unexpired term ending June 30, 

2017.  Council Member Hodge seconded the motion, all Council Members in attendance voted 

in favor 5-0.    

Approval of minutes from September 21, 2015, September 22, 2015, and September 30, 

2015 Council meetings - On a motion by Council Member Hodge, seconded by Vice Mayor 

Bowles, with a 5-0 vote, Council approved the minutes of September 21, 2015, September 22, 

2015, and September 30, 2015 meetings. 

Presentation of Proclamation recognizing Extra Mile Day 2015 – Vice Mayor Bowles read 

the proclamation recognizing Extra Mile Day 2015.  City Manager Towarnicki elaborated on 
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Extra Mile Day and the organization stating that Extra Mile Day has been recognized by the 

City the past four years.   

 
Council Member Stroud thanked Mayor Turner for heading up the bottled water 

monetary donation collection for those affected by the floods in South Carolina.  Mayor Turner 

stated that $1,200 was raised and seven pallets of water were purchased.  City Manager 

Towarnicki stated that the American Red Cross would also accept monetary donations and 

God’s Pit Crew in Danville would accept product donations such as food. 

Hear an update from Amanda Witt of the Martinsville-Henry County Chamber of 

Commerce regarding activities related to the City/C-PEG Small Business Development 

Contract – Ms. Witt updated Council on the Incubator which is at 96% occupancy.  There have 

been two successful TGIF events since her last update and the Nascar Chase Driver event 

went very well; she thanked the Public Works department for their assistance.  Octoberfest 

has been postponed until Saturday October 17, 2015 due to heavy rains.  They have partnered 

with the YMCA for an Uptown Halloween event Saturday October 31, 2015 from 4:00-7:00pm.  

The Martinsville-Henry County Christmas parade will be November 21.  Small Business 

Saturday will be Saturday December 5, 2015.  Ms. Witt visited the Durham farmers market in 

North Carolina that was voted #13 in the nation and collected ideas that could be 

implemented to improve the Martinsville farmers market next year.  They have added another 

benefit for small businesses to create a small microloan pool for businesses having trouble 
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obtaining start-up funds.  She’s met with two property owners on issues to discuss how they 

can work together to resolve those issues.  They have met with 58 prospective businesses 

since their last update to Council; these prospective businesses are about 50/50 for both 

Martinsville and the Henry County area.  Ms. Witt introduced Jennifer Delong of Sweet Cakes 

Café and Bakery, 1115 Spruce St.  Ms. Delong was excited to share her experience with CPEG 

with the Council Members and elaborated on how they’ve helped her get her new business 

going.  Mayor Turner commented on how well the Chamber and CPEG are working together 

with the City.  Council Member Hodge thanked Ms. Witt for her regular updates.  Council 

Member Teague also thanked her and stated that he is pleased with the response but he 

would like to see the possibility of a public private partnerships for expansion of the Incubator.   

Chief Dunn confirmed that the City will recognize Halloween on Saturday, October 31st 

from 6:00 to 8:00 in Uptown Martinsville along with several churches.  City Attorney Monday 

reminded residents that there is no trick or treating after 12 years of age and not after 

9:00pm. 

Consider approval on first reading of an ordinance reciting the expediency of the 

issuance of up to $7,900,000 principal amount of general obligation bonds – City Manager 

Towarnicki explained the order of the approval and financing process.  The first step is to 

adopt an ordinance to allow the City to move ahead with the bond process.  Second is to 

approve a resolution to allow the City to capture the reimbursement of expenses incurred, set 

a public hearing on the bond issue and approve any action needed to move forward with 

financing.  Mayor Turner requested if Council approves the lease purchase option that it is 

brought for public hearing.  Council Member Teague said that the important thing to 

remember on this project is that the debt would be paid for by savings incurred from the 

project and if savings do not materialize then Johnson Controls will be writing the City a check 

for the expense.   City Manager Towarnicki stated that responses to the RFPs are due October 

14, 2015.  Mayor Turner confirmed that many cities are doing this same project successfully.  

A motion was by Council Member Hodge to approve the ordinance on first reading, Council 

Member Stroud seconded that motion with a 5-0 roll call vote:  Turner, aye; Stroud, aye; 

Bowles, aye; Hodge, aye; and Teague, aye. 
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Consider approval of a resolution regarding reimbursement from financing proceeds, 

authorizing a public hearing and approving related actions related to potential financing of the 

meter/lighting replacement project – A motion was made by Council Member Teague, 

seconded by Vice Mayor Bowles with all Council Members voting in favor to adopt the 

resolution.   
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Council Member Teague made a motion to schedule the public hearing for the November 

10, 2015 Council meeting; Council Member Hodge seconded the motion, all Council Members 

voted in favor.   

Council Member Teague made a motion to authorize staff to process any additional 

items required to execute financing, Council Member Stroud seconded the motion with all 

Council Members voting in favor. 

Consider approval of a change in the management contract for the Martinsville 

Mustangs – City Manager Towarnicki explained that the contract with Team Cole provided 

several things including payment to Team Cole that would decrease over time and has been a 

great relationship for the City by keeping the Mustangs in the community while taking the 

burden off of the City staff and decreasing expense.  Team Cole was able to bring additional 

resources to the table that the City could not provide.  The City was approached a few months 

ago by Team Cole to end that contract with the stipulation that Team Cole would find a 

replacement organization to assume the remaining four years of the contract.  The Coastal 

Plain League stepped up and is willing to take responsibility of that contract.  City Manager 

Towarnicki feels that it would be a seamless transition from Team Cole to Coastal Plain 

League.  Justin Sellers, CPL Commissioner was present to answer questions.  He confirmed 

that the City would continue to own the Mustangs and CPL would only be managing the team 

and the operations.  The current goal is to operate the franchise under the contract at hand.  

They consider this a beneficial move by their league and have the Mustang organization’s best 

interest in mind.   They will continue to work together with other organizations that use the 

field to ensure the field is left is good condition.   Vice Mayor Bowles made a motion to approve 
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the change in management contract for the Martinsville Mustangs, Council Member Teague 

seconded the motion, all Council Members voted in favor. 

 
Hear an update on Council meetings scheduled for the week of October 12th – City 

Manager Towarnicki stated that there will be a 7:00pm meeting Wednesday, October 14, 2015 

regarding Housing office proposals by FAHI and All Care Family Services which would be a 

public meeting, not a public hearing so the public can attend to listen and may ask questions; 

no action needs to be taken during that meeting.  Friday, October 16 and Saturday October 

17, 2015 the Council will resume the strategic planning process in the training room at the 
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Incubator along with the school board beginning at 4:00pm Friday.  Saturday’s meeting will 

begin at 8:00am and will include the last three criteria that were not covered previously in 

April.   

Hear Finance Report – Linda Conover summarized the Finance Report.  She stated that 

these numbers are not the final report but she does not anticipate any major changes.  
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Consider approval of consent agenda and re-appropriations – Council Member Teague 

made a motion to approve the consent agenda as presented, Council Member Hodge seconded 

the motion, all Council members voted in favor. 

 

Business from the Floor – Patrick H. Wright, 1201 Spruce St shared his condolences to 

Council Member Stroud for the loss of his friend.   

Comments by members of City Council –  

Council Member Stroud said the color change of the leaves will bring more people into 

our area and encourages citizens to be cordial to any citizens they meet.  He gave condolences 

to the Ogle family for losing their 8 month old child.   

Vice Mayor Bowles thanked the Public Works department for responding to the power 

outages.   

Mayor Turner invited the public to the ribbon cutting for Joann’s Fabrics at 8:00am 

Thursday, The Martinsville-Henry County Garden Club dedication will be held at 11:30 on 

Thursday and said that Rev. Tyler Millner would be hosting a community luncheon at noon 

Friday. 

Comments by City Manager – City Manager Towarnicki recognized this week as Citizens 

Awareness Week and a luncheon will be held Friday at noon at New College.  The Garden Club 

will have a presentation on Thursday at 11:30 of the Henry County courthouse project and 

Mayor Turner will read a joint proclamation signed by the City and County.  The Virginia 

Garden Club Board of Governors from throughout the state is meeting this week in 

Martinsville.  
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There being no further business, Council Member Stroud made a motion to adjourn the 

meeting at 9:00pm and Council Member Hodge seconded the motion, all Council Members 

voted in favor. 

 

 

 

 

 

___________________________________   ___________________________________ 

Karen Roberts      Danny Turner 

Clerk of Council      Mayor   
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