
January 12, 2016 
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia, was held on 

January 12, 2016, in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:30 PM, Closed Session 

beginning at 6:30pm, with Mayor Danny Turner presiding. Council Members present included:  

Danny Turner, Gene Teague, and Sharon Brooks Hodge.  Jennifer Bowles and Mark Stroud 

were absent.  Staff present included: City Manager Leon Towarnicki, Clerk of Council Karen 

Roberts, City Attorney Eric Monday, Commissioner of Revenue Ruth Easley, Finance Director 

Linda Conover, Community Planner Susan McCulloch, Director of Water Resources Andy Lash 

and Police Chief Sean Dunn. 

Mayor Turner called the meeting to order and advised Council would go into Closed 

Session.  In accordance with Section 2.1-344 (A) of the Code of Virginia (1950, and as 

amended) and upon a motion by Council Member Hodge, seconded by Council Member 

Teague, with the following 3-0 recorded vote: Hodge, aye; Teague, aye; and Turner, aye, 

Council convened in Closed Session for the purpose of discussing the following matters: (A) 

Appointments to boards and commissions as authorized by Subsection1., (B) Discussion or 

consideration of the investment of public funds where competition or bargaining is involved 

where, if made public initially, the financial interest of the governmental unit would be 

adversely affected, as authorized by Subsection 6., and (C) Consultation with legal counsel 

and briefings by staff members, attorneys or consultants pertaining to actual or probable 

litigation, or other specific legal matters requiring the provision of legal advice by such 

counsel, as authorized by Subsection 7.  City Attorney Monday stated that Vice Mayor Bowles 

would be late arriving but she requested to be included in Closed Session discussions 

electronically until she could arrive at approximately 7:00pm.  Council Member Teague made 

a motion to allow Bowles to participate in Closed Session discussions electronically; Council 

Member Hodge seconded the motion, with the following 3-0 recorded vote: Teague, aye; Hodge, 

aye, and Turner, aye.  Bowles joined the Closed Session via cellphone/speakerphone until 

physically arriving at 7:03pm.  At the conclusion of Closed Session, each returning member of 

Council certified that (1) only public business matters exempt from open meeting requirements 

were discussed in said Closed Session; and (2) only those business matters identified in the 

motion convening the Closed Session were heard, discussed, or considered during the Session.  

On a motion by Hodge, seconded by Bowles, with the following 4-0 recorded vote in favor to 

return to Open Session: Turner, aye; Teague, aye; Bowles, aye; and Hodge, aye.  

Following the invocation by Vice Mayor Bowles and Pledge to the American Flag, Mayor 

Turner welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Consider approval of minutes from the December 8, 2015 meeting – on a motion by 

Teague, seconded by Hodge and with a 4-0 vote in favor, Council approved the minutes as 

presented. 
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Consider approval of the 2016 Comprehensive Economic Development Strategies (CEDS) 

list – Susan McCulloch updated staff on the CEDS list and the changes made.  She referenced 

the MiNET program and asked if council wanted this topic deleted or left on the list.  Hodge 

stated that she didn’t agree with the high priority listing but she supports leaving it on the list.  

Council Member Hodge made a motion to approve the CEDS list as amended; Vice Mayor 

Bowles seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor to approve. 
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Consider approval on first reading of an ordinance increasing the City sewer rate effective 

March 1, 2016 – City Manager Towarnicki stated additional information had been presented; 
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he recommended the discussion be tabled and brought back up early April with the FY17 

budget proposal. 

 
Consider approval on second reading of an amendment to the City’s Zoning Ordinance – 

Susan McCulloch updated Council on the status of the City Zoning Ordinance and 

discussions held previously on this topic.  She stated that Staff recommends finalizing this 

matter by approving the revised ordinance on second reading.  Bowles explained her reasoning 

why she voted against the Electronic Game Room amendments and feels that it should be left 

up to the General Assembly.  City Attorney Monday said he feels that the owners of these 

businesses will continue to look for loopholes to bring their business into the community.  

Turner stated that he felt that more restrictions should be taken off of the businesses in 

Martinsville rather than adding to them and voiced his displeasure with the Police Department 

for their previous investigation.  Bowles said she supported the Police Department going to 

Chesapeake to investigate this business in depth.  Teague confirmed that the owners were 

calling the potential business a penny auction but what they were actually doing was internet 

gaming and the citizens do not want that type business in the area.  Teague said Council 

should prohibit this type business in all districts and they should listen to the Planning 

Commission recommendations and to the citizens.  Council Member Hodge made a motion to 

approve on second reading of the amendment to the City’s Zoning Ordinance , Council 

Member Teague seconded the motion with a 3-1 roll call vote: Turner, nay; Teague, aye; 

Hodge, aye; and Bowles, aye. 
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Consider adoption of an Asset Capitalization Policy – Linda Conover stated that the policy 

is no different than previous, it’s just been put in writing.  Vice Mayor Bowles made a motion 

to adopt the Assent Capitalization Policy, Council Member Hodge seconded the motion with all 

Council Members voting in favor of the adoption. 
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Consider approval of refunds resulting from verification updates of estimated BPOL tax for 2 

local businesses for tax year 2012 – Ruth Easley explained the policy regarding the estimated 

BPOL tax for local businesses, stating that her department does annual updates.  The auditor 

did 1,255 adjustments, 2 which resulted in refunds and 9 resulted in supplemental billing.    
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Council Member Hodge made a motion to authorize the City Treasurer to issue a refund of 

$5,042.52 in overpaid 2012 business license fees prior to January 31, 2016 to a local 

business identified in abatement #42516 of the Commissioner of the Revenue Bill Adjustment 

Report dated December 31, 2015.  Vice Mayor Bowles seconded the motion with all Council 

Members voting in favor to issue the refund.  Vice Mayor Bowles made a motion to authorize 

the City Treasurer to issue a refund of $9,674 in overpaid 2012 business license fees prior to 

January 31, 2016 to a local business identified in abatement #42476 of the Commissioner of 

the Revenue Bill Adjustment Report dated December 31, 2015.  Council Member Teague 

seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor to issue the refund. 

Consider approval of consent agenda – A motion was made by Council Member Teague 

and seconded by Council Member Hodge to approve the consent agenda as presented, all 

Council Members voted in favor. 

 
Comments by members of City Council – Mayor Turner read a card sent from H.G. 

Vaughn in appreciation for the proclamation the City presented to him previously and wrote 

that he had enjoyed working with the City of Martinsville over the years.  Turner received a 

correspondence from the Embassy in Bangladesh with suggestions on naming a Martinsville 

City street.  He reminded residents of two warming centers located in Bassett and Martinsville.  

Vice Mayor Bowles announced events open to the public being held in honor of the Martin 

Luther King holiday on Saturday January 16, Sunday January 17 and Monday January 18, 

2016.   
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Comments by City Manager – City Manager Towarnicki had a conversation with Clay 

Campbell regarding Clay Earles potential nomination to the Nascar Hall of Fame. He said 

there is a committee that reviews those nominations and Mr. Campbell did not feel there was 

anything that Council could do to benefit that potential nomination.  Towarnicki said 

temperatures are monitored closely and the Emergency Medical Service operations could open 

additional areas to provide warming centers if necessary.   

Business from the Floor (not televised) – Patrick H. Wright said he applied for a Board 

vacancy for the Library.  He asked if a discussion regarding jobs could be added to the next 

agenda.  He brought candy for the Council Members.   

There being no further business, a motion was made by Council Member Hodge to 

adjourn the meeting, seconded by Vice Mayor Bowles with all Council Members voting in favor.  

The meeting adjourned at 8:10pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts      Danny Turner 

Clerk of Council           Mayor  
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