November 14, 2017
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on
November 14, 2017 in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:30 PM with Mayor Gene
Teague presiding. Council Members present included Gene Teague, Chad Martin, Jennifer
Bowles, Sharon Hodge and Kathy Lawson.

Staff present included City Manager Leon

Towarnicki, Assistant City Manager Wayne Knox, City Attorney Eric Monday, Clerk of Council
Karen Roberts, Finance Director Linda Conover, and Police Chief Eddie Cassady
Mayor Teague called the meeting to order and advised Council would go into Closed
Session beginning at 7:00 PM. In accordance with section 2.1-344 (A) Code of Virginia (1950,
and as amended) and upon a motion by Council Member Lawson, seconded by Council
Member Hodge, with the following 5-0 recorded vote: Council Member Hodge, aye; Council
Member Bowles, aye; Council Member Lawson, aye; Mayor Teague, aye and Vice Mayor
Martin, aye, Council convened in Closed Session to discuss the following matters: (A)
Consultation with legal counsel and briefings by staff members, attorneys or consultants
pertaining to actual or probable litigation, or other specific legal matters requiring the
provision of legal advice by such counsel, as authorized by Subsection 7. At the conclusion of
Closed Session, each returning member of Council certified that (1) only public business
matters exempt from open meeting requirements were discussed in said Closed Session; and
(2) only those business matters identified in the motion convening the Closed Session were
heard, discussed, or considered during the Session. A motion was made by Council Member
Lawson, seconded by Council Member Hodge, with the following 5-0 recorded vote in favor to
return to Open Session: Mayor Teague, aye; Vice Mayor Martin, aye; Council Member Bowles,
aye; Council Member Hodge, aye; and Council Member Lawson, aye.
Mayor Teague read a statement regarding Dr. Boaz and the City’s responsibility to repay
the tobacco grant issued for the medical college. Dr. Boaz has provided a letter but it was not
responsive to the questions asked so Council has asked the Circuit Court to contact him
directly. The City will continue to work to get answers from Dr. Boaz.
Following the invocation by Council Member Lawson and Pledge to the American Flag,
Teague welcomed everyone to the meeting.
Consider approval of minutes of the October 23, 2017 Neighborhood Meeting and the
October 24, 2017 Council Meeting – Council Member Bowles made a motion to approve
minutes as presented; Council Member Lawson seconded the motion with all Council
Members voting in favor.
Read and present a proclamation honoring Tony C. Davis – City Manager Towarnicki
reflected on the accident that took the life of Tony Davis, a 27 year employee of the City.
Towarnicki thanked Mr. Davis’s family for attending. Wayne Davis, a city employee and
member of the family introduced Mr. Davis’s wife, children and other family members who
attended. Council Member Bowles read the proclamation. Mayor Teague thanked the family
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for attending. Vice Mayor Martin suggested Piedmont Community Services to assist during
their time of grief.

Read and present a proclamation recognizing Saturday, November 25, 2017 as Small
Business Saturday in the City of Martinsville – Council Member Hodge read the proclamation,
which was presented, to Liz Secrest, Assistant Director Martinsville Uptown. Secrest updated
Council on some of the activities scheduled for Small Business Saturday. Uptown businesses
are encouraged to have one good sale going on that day to encourage visitors to shop their
store and she continues to market this event to make it more successful. Secrest updated
Council on the Farmer’s Market season and an upcoming event for Market vendors at Hugo’s
Restaurant.

She stated that the Uptown Halloween event was successful as well as the

OctoberFest with 240 booths and a large crowd. Council Member Lawson said she heard
numerous compliments regarding the Farmer’s Market. Council Member Bowles asked about
the SNAP match, Secrest said they are working with multiple organizations to help fund that
opportunity again this year.
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Hear an update from Lisa Fultz of the M-HC Chamber of Commerce regarding activities
related to the City/C-PEG Small Business Development contract – Lisa Fultz of the
Martinsville-Henry County Chamber of Commerce thanked Liz Secrest for her work and for
helping update Council on previous and upcoming activities. The next small business boot
camp is scheduled to begin Thursday February 8, 2018; the application is available now
online. American National Bank has agreed to sponsor the small business events. Fultz has
already met with 25 potential small business clients since August. The Eclipse Handyman
Service has already opened up for business. There have been nine ribbon cuttings, four in the
City since the last Council update, including 21 new employee positions. The small business
incentives will include a performance based state incentive grant. Fultz encouraged residents
with questions to call her to discuss if the small business training and funding would be a
good choice for them.

The retail strategy consultants are on track with timeline of

requirements. Website for commercial properties is live for owners and brokers.
Consider discussion of the City’s 2018 legislative agenda – City Attorney Monday
pointed out changes and additions to the legislative agenda.

He encouraged residents to

contact their state representatives with additional requests for changes to the legislative
agenda. Council Members suggested additional changes to be made. Monday proposed that
final adoption be at the November 28, 2017 meeting.
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Consider information related to the 2018 Comprehensive Economic Development
Strategy (CEDS) list – City Manager Towarnicki directed Council to the list provided in their
agenda packet with changes highlighted. Assistant City Manager Wayne Knox pointed out
Northside revitalization project changes and asked if Council had any particular projects in
mind to please notify him so that it can be approved and communicated to West Piedmont.
Mayor Teague asked if improvements to Hooker Field could be added to the CEDs list.
Changes will be made and finalized by the end of the year.
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Consider authorizing staff to execute an agreement with the Virginia Tobacco
Commission regarding repayment of the grant awarded for the medical school project – City
Manager Towarnicki summarized the medical school project and repayment details.

On a

September 27 conference call, the Tobacco Commission requested a repayment of $780,000 of
the original $800,000 grant involving a 5-year repayment plan. In addition to Martinsville,
there are 16 other projects issued TROF grants that are in various stages of repayment. The
payment schedule is flexible so the city can make several payments throughout the year or
one lump sum payment. As stipulated in the agreement, July 2018 will be the first payment
with five annual payments of $156,000. Towarnicki explained if the City is spending $156,000
repayment each year that it will affect the budget in upcoming years.

This expense could

affect employee retirement, probably capital requests, etc. but not any one specific area.
Council Member Hodge asked Towarnicki to address how the repayment plan would affect the
option to seek additional grant money in the future; Towarnicki explained that would not be
an issue.

Each project will stand on its own merit.

Towarnicki said they did attempt to

receive credit for construction within the building but that request was not accepted. Council
Member Hodge made a motion to execute the agreement; Council Member Lawson seconded
the motion with all Council Members voting in favor.
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Consider approval of consent agenda – Council Member Lawson made a motion to
approve the consent agenda as presented; Council Member Hodge seconded the motion with
all Council Members voting in favor.

Business from the Floor – Ural Harris, 217 Stuart Street says he is glad to receive an
update on the medical school repayment. He said he hopes the letter will be released and the
logic why some Council Members supported to float a $3 million bond.

Council Hodge

clarified that the request to support the bond was made but not approved by Council. Harris
asked about the contract signed for the pavement project.

He said there have been tires

busted, accidents and cars knocked out of line. Sophia Esdaile, 494 Stoney Mountain Road in
Axton stated that she is on the Harvest Youth Board and shared details about the annual
Thanksgiving Eve dinner on November 22 from 1:00-4:00pm at Martinsville High School;
residents can dine in or request delivery. More information can be found online.
Comments by members of City Council – Council Member Hodge shared that this week
is National Apprenticeship week; she will be attending a meeting and luncheon with other
Workforce Committees and Chambers regarding apprenticeship in Danville. Every year the
VML holds an essay contest, which she encourages local seventh graders to participate. The
essay top is “If I Were Mayor”; Hodge stated that she is willing to make a $50 additional
donation to recognize a local winner. She asked Towarnicki to communicate with Dr. Talley to
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promote this to the students.

Council Member Bowles offered to make an additional $20

donation and Mayor Teague offered to match Hodge’s $50 contribution.

Council Member

Lawson reminded residents of the Christmas parade Saturday at 5:00pm uptown, rain date
will be Sunday at 4:00pm. Lawson congratulated the constitutional officers for their reelection.
Council Member Bowles offered condolences to Officer Coretha Gravely on the loss of her
husband and to the Mary Via family. Bowles encouraged residents to shop Small Business
Saturday November 25 Uptown. She congratulated PHCC on their partnership with the
Harvest Foundation and encouraged citizens to apply for Board and Commission vacancies.
Vice Mayor Martin offered condolences to the former Chief of Police Mike Rogers on the
passing of his mother. Mayor Teague offered details on the SEED Fund through PHCC and
the Harvest Foundation totaling $3.1 million.
Comments by City Manager – City Manager Towarnicki discussed the paving concerns
and said the paving project would be complete before the weekend and in time for the parade.
They are currently working on the crosswalks and painting of the lines. Towarnicki said there
were issues with weather and the asphalt plant that put the project behind the original
timeframe. Towarnicki explained that Bridge St between Church and Main would become a 2way street.

National Recycling Day is Wednesday November 15.

Towarnicki offered

condolences to the family of Jim Ford who passed away on October 28, 2017; Ford was the
chairman of the Planning Commission for many years and had a part in multiple City
ordinances.

Towarnicki reminded residents the Municipal building would be closed

Wednesday at noon through Sunday for the Thanksgiving holiday.
There being no further business, Council Member Hodge made a motion to adjourn the
meeting; the motion was seconded by Council Member Bowles with all Council Members
voting in favor. The meeting adjourned at 8:50pm.
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