February 14, 2017
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on
February 14, 2017 in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:30 PM with Mayor Gene
Teague presiding. Council Members present included Gene Teague, Chad Martin, Jennifer
Bowles, Sharon Brooks Hodge, and Kathy Lawson. Staff present included City Manager Leon
Towarnicki, Assistant City Manager Wayne Knox, City Attorney Eric Monday, Clerk of Council
Karen Roberts, Finance Director Linda Conover, Sheriff Steve Draper, Telecommunications
Director Mike Scaffidi, Director of Electric Durwin Joyce, Director Water Resources Andy Lash
and Police Chief Sean Dunn.
Mayor Teague called the meeting to order and advised Council would go into Closed
Session beginning at 7:00 PM. In accordance with Section 2.1-344 (A) of the Code of Virginia
(1950, and as amended) and upon a motion by Council Member Lawson, seconded by Council
Member Hodge, with the following 4-0 recorded vote: Council Member Lawson, aye; Mayor
Teague, aye; Council Member Hodge, aye; and Council Member Bowles, aye.

Council

convened in Closed Session to discuss the following matters: (A) Appointments to boards and
commissions as authorized by Subsection 1, and (B) Consultation with legal counsel and
briefings by staff members, attorneys or consultants pertaining to actual or probable litigation,
or other specific legal matters requiring the provision of legal advice by such counsel, as
authorized by Subsection 7. Vice Mayor Martin joined the closed session already in progress.
At the conclusion of Closed Session, each returning member of Council certified that (1) only
public business matters exempt from open meeting requirements were discussed in said
Closed Session; and (2) only those business matters identified in the motion convening the
Closed Session were heard, discussed, or considered during the Session. A motion was made
by Council Member Lawson, seconded by Council Member Hodge, with the following 5-0
recorded vote in favor to return to Open Session: Council Member Hodge, aye; Mayor Teague,
aye; Council Member Lawson, aye; Council Member Bowles, aye; and Vice Mayor Martin, aye.
Council Member Hodge made a motion to appoint Joseph Martin as the Citizen member
to the West Piedmont Planning District Board of Commissioners for an unexpired 3-year term
ending June 30, 2019.

Council Member Bowles seconded the motion with all Council

Members voting in favor.
Council Member Bowles made a motion to appoint Council Member Hodge as
Martinsville’s elected-official representative on West Piedmont Workforce Investment Board’s
Local Elected Officials Consortium for a term coinciding with the Council Member’s term on
council and ending December 31, 2020. Council Member Lawson seconded the motion with
all Council Members voting in favor.
Following the invocation by Vice Mayor Martin and Pledge to the American Flag, Mayor
Teague welcomed everyone to the meeting.
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Consider approval of minutes of the January 24, 2017 Council Meeting – Mayor Teague
noted that changes were made to the wording in relation to the Martinsville Redevelopment
Housing Authority. Council Member Lawson made a motion to approve the minutes as
amended; Council Member Hodge seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in
favor.
Recognize retired Martinsville City Sheriff’s Deputy Roy Prillaman – Council Member
Lawson read the proclamation. Sheriff Steve Draper spoke about Prillaman, stating he has
always been quick to help residents in the City and in the County. Prillaman helped start the
electronic monitoring program in the Sheriff’s department and accepted most tasks asked of
him without complaint. Mr. Prillaman said everyone had been amazing and response to his
retirement had been overwhelming. He will miss working with the Sheriff’s department and
looks forward to working part-time with them beginning in March. Mayor Teague thanked
Prillaman for his service and said the City and the citizens are very appreciative. Lawson said
Prillaman was always willing to go the extra step. Vice Mayor Martin thanked Prillaman and
referenced the projects he assisted on. Council Member Bowles thanked Prillaman and said
he was one of her favorite people. Prillaman recognized his wife of 40 years and said he had
made many memories while working for the City.

Read a Proclamation acknowledging February 16, 2017 as Diane Teel Day in the City of
Martinsville – Mayor Teague read the proclamation recognizing Ms. Teel and thanked Council
Member Bowles for bringing this to his attention.
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Hear an update on FY17 Telecommunications operations – Mike Scaffidi,
Telecommunications Director provide a PowerPoint to update Council Members on the
department’s progress including current staff, responsibilities, customer base, revenue vs
expenses, FY17 projects and the expected future direction in marketing, expansion and
resources needed. Council Member Hodge expressed her previous concern about the high
number of customers on the waiting list and said it is great to see that those customers have
moved forward and become active customers. Hodge asked if the expected investment is on
target. Scaffidi said the total investment is actually a little lower than anticipated. Hodge
asked that he keep in mind the changing technology to prevent increased infrastructure
improvements in the future. Council Member Bowles asked if he was looking for grants to
assist with rural area expansion. Scaffidi said there are grants available but he does not
having the manpower to research and apply for those grants. Mayor Teague asked if there
were still opportunities to expand, specifically with businesses. Scaffidi said he had currently
designed a system to serve the community and focusing on high bandwidth wireless solutions
that can work with homes or businesses. Hodge asked at what point the City would become
competition with other providers stating the City does not want to drive out other providers.
City Manager Towarnicki said as more fiber is in place, it is easier to find new customers and
the City can provide services to areas where current service is not available. Scaffidi said he
needs staff to keep up with potential new customers. Hodge admitted to being skeptical
previously but she is pleased with how the project has advanced. Teague requested a number
for the total requests for residential services for the next update.

February 14, 2017

Hear a staff update on operations of the City’s Electric and Water Resources
Departments covering the 6-month period from July 2016 through December 2016 – Andy
Lash, Water Resources Director presented a PowerPoint with updates on water and
wastewater revenue/expenditures and current projects. City Manager Towarnicki said the
wastewater plant operates at about half capacity while the water plant operates at about 25%
capacity. This year funding was added to add a construction crew, which has saved money
since the department does not have to contract out projects. Durwin Joyce, Electric
Department Director continued the PowerPoint with updates on the financial benefits of the
City Hydro and Landfill generation, revenues and expenditures, and current projects. Mayor
Teague asked about the age of the electric infrastructure. Joyce said they would start at the
substation when updating infrastructure then expand out from there. Creating underground
systems would be a tremendous cost. Joyce said they replace poles annually with an average
of one-tenth of the inventory being inspected and replaced as needed on a yearly basis.
Thermal imaging is done yearly as additional troubleshooting. Joyce says they have invested a
large amount of money on maintaining and updating the infrastructure and says there is a
work order system that tracks outages. Teague requested that the number of outages and
time to fix those outages be included in future reports. Hodge asked for lost revenue
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experienced by businesses from power outages also be added to future updates. Bowles
thanked Joyce for not cutting down trees unnecessarily and asked about power pole
maintenance. Joyce says when the poles are tested, a tag will be attached with the date the
pole was tested so the department has records of those inspections. CenturyLink and AEP
also have poles in the City. Towarnicki says the City does have an older infrastructure but the
Electric department does a good job at keeping the infrastructure in good working order. City
Attorney Monday noted that Carlisle School had switched services to MiNET recently and have
been pleased with the switch.
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Hear an update on 2017 General Assembly legislative session - City Attorney Monday
detailed updates made by the General Assembly including the potential 3% pay raise for
elected officials, a budget amendment for smaller school budgets that have experienced an
enrollment decline, Senate bill 806 regarding I73 funding. President Trumps list of
infrastructure priorities, possibility of virtual school or online school alternative to a built
facility, etc. Transportation Authority bill has passed the senate and is in the transportation
committee of the house. Monday stated if citizens have a specific bill they would like to
express opinions on, communicate your opinion to a legislator by email instead of trying to
reach representatives by phone.
Consider approval of consent agenda – Council Member Lawson made a motion to
approve the consent agenda as presented; Council Member Hodge seconded the motion with
all Members voting in favor.

Business from the Floor – Ural Harris, 217 Stewart Street – said the citizens need
information on the payment due on the sewer from Henry County and feels that payment
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could make budgeting easier. If the County reopens the plant then pricing for citizens will
skyrocket.
Comments by members of City Council – Council Member Hodge reminds residents that
Tuesday February 21 at 5:30 CPEG will hold a public meeting on how to use the 3,000sf space
at the business incubator. Council Member Lawson requested a periodic update on the
Medical school. Council Member Bowles wished everyone a Happy Valentine’s Day and Happy
Black History Month. Bowles reminded citizens of the 5:00pm work session Wednesday
February 15. Vice Mayor Martin thanked Roy Prillaman again for his service and said on
February 23, the MLK planning Council will offer a movie and panel discussion at the historic
courthouse. Martin thanked Wayne Knox and Leon Towarnicki for the work on the Citizen’s
Academy. Mayor Teague also reminded citizens of the budget planning work session
Wednesday and said Council would tour the schools on February 23. Teague had a good trip
to the VML Day with Vice Mayor Martin.
Comments by City Manager – City Manager Towarnicki followed up with a request made
by Council Member Bowles at the previous meeting, stating that Facebook LIVE could be done
but since it is live, there is no delay if something happens during the meeting. There will be
comments made during the live episode so it will need to be decided how those comments will
be handled. Towarnicki said Council could try the LIVE option for a few meetings to see how it
would work out and will look into what other locations may offer. Martin asked if MGTV could
be used for promoting outside of the government. Monday referenced the franchise
agreement for a public governmental use channel. Towarnicki reminded residents of the
burning ban February 15 through April 30. He described a new outlook calendar option for
Council Members to view upcoming events including the work session Wednesday 5:00-6:00,
Thursday February 16 Citizens Academy 6:00-8:00 at the Senior Center and the Fire
Department awards 7:00-8:00, Saturday will be the NAACP breakfast 9:00-11:00 at the Dutch
Inn. Towarnicki reminded Council that Monday February 20 is Presidents Day so the
Municipal Building will be closed, February 23 is the school tour so Council should meet at
the high school at 8:30am, March 7-8 is the Fast Track Trade Show, and March 10-11 will be
strategic planning. Towarnicki reminded Council of the work session Wednesday February 15
and said he would have information for Council tomorrow. They will need to discuss a
revenue number for FY18, it will be less than last year so budget cuts will occur. They also
need to decide what the school allocation will be and if tax increases are out of the question.
He needs Council input on allocating reductions or eliminating some services all together.
Information will be provided on current revenue and audit details, projections on reductions
and how that may look.
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There being no further business, Council Member Hodge made a motion to adjourn the
meeting; the motion was seconded by Vice Mayor Martin with all Council Members voting in
favor. The meeting adjourned at 9:38pm.
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