February 28, 2017
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on
February 28, 2017 in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:30 PM with Mayor Gene
Teague presiding. Council Members present included Gene Teague, Chad Martin, Jennifer
Bowles, and Kathy Lawson. Sharon Hodge was not in attendance. Staff present included City
Manager Leon Towarnicki, Assistant City Manager Wayne Knox, City Attorney Eric Monday,
Clerk of Council Karen Roberts, Finance Director Linda Conover, and Police Chief Sean Dunn.
Mayor Teague called the meeting to order and advised Council would go into Closed
Session beginning at 7:00 PM. In accordance with Section 2.1-344 (A) of the Code of Virginia
(1950, and as amended) and upon a motion by Council Member Lawson, seconded by Council
Member Bowles, with the following 4-0 recorded vote: Council Member Lawson, aye; Mayor
Teague, aye; Vice Mayor Martin, aye; and Council Member Bowles, aye. Council convened in
Closed Session to discuss the following matters: (A) Appointments to boards and commissions
as authorized by Subsection 1, and (B) Consultation with legal counsel and briefings by staff
members, attorneys or consultants pertaining to actual or probable litigation, or other specific
legal matters requiring the provision of legal advice by such counsel, as authorized by
Subsection 7.

Vice Mayor Martin joined the closed session already in progress.

At the

conclusion of Closed Session, each returning member of Council certified that (1) only public
business matters exempt from open meeting requirements were discussed in said Closed
Session; and (2) only those business matters identified in the motion convening the Closed
Session were heard, discussed, or considered during the Session.

A motion was made by

Council Member Lawson, seconded by Council Member Bowles, with the following 4-0
recorded vote in favor to return to Open Session: Mayor Teague, aye; Council Member Lawson,
aye; Council Member Bowles, aye; and Vice Mayor Martin, aye.
Council Member Lawson made a motion to appoint Ashley Carter to the Patrick Henry
Community College Board for an unexpired 4-year term ending June 30, 2020.

Council

Member Bowles seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor.
Following the invocation by Mayor Teague and Pledge to the American Flag, Teague
welcomed everyone to the meeting.
Present a Proclamation honoring Martinsville High School wrestler Tyheim Farris for
winning the Virginia High School League 2A State Championship in his weight class – Vice
Mayor Martin read the proclamation that was presented to Farris by Council Members. Farris
was present along with the Martinsville High School Wrestling Coach Fred Barrier and School
Superintendent Dr. Talley. Barrier and Talley spoke highly of Farris. Farris thanked everyone
who helped him on his journey.
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Consider approval of minutes of the February 14, 2017 Council Meeting and February
15, 2017 Work Session – Council Member Bowles made a motion to approve the minutes as
presented; Council Member Lawson seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in
favor.
Recognize City Employees who are eligible for Service Awards – January 1 through
March 31, 2017 – City Manager Towarnicki explained that employees receiving service awards
are recognized quarterly. The City has great employees who work together and do a great job,
including those employees who work behind the scenes with little credit. Mayor Teague read
the list of employee service awards.

Hear an update from Piedmont Arts Executive Director Kathy Rogers on the Public Art
Garden project located at the corner of Starling Avenue and Mulberry Road – Kathy Rogers
updated Council on the Art Garden including a PowerPoint (below), recognition of the artists,
details of the pieces and a timeline for the garden. The garden will be free to visit and ADA
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accessible. Rogers thanked the City and Susan McCulloch; Rogers stated that McCulloch was
vital to the planning of the garden. Council Member Bowles asked if there would be changes
over time and additional art added. Rogers confirmed that additional pieces would be added
going forward. Bowles said she was excited to see the collaboration with the community.
Rogers said she hopes Phase 2 would include a healing garden. Vice Mayor Martin asked
whom interested artists would contact. Rogers said Piedmont Arts would put out an RFP to
artists as the garden continues to grow.
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Hear a presentation from the Police Department regarding their 2016 Annual Report –
Police Chief Sean Dunn said they had a really good year but it was only possible because of
the participation of the entire team and a community that has stood by them. Dunn displayed
a PowerPoint summarizing statistics on Community Policing and Crime results. Captain Rob
Fincher spoke on calls for service comparison from 2011-2016 including the top 10 calls for
service this past year. Deputy Chief Eddie Cassady spoke on Partnerships with outside
agencies and service providers including the JAG grant. Cassady explained the Explorer Club
and the Explorer Post, the Domestic Violence Intervention Project, the Opioid Awareness Task
Force, and the Chaplains Bureau. Cassady pointed out that Martinsville/Henry County has
been listed as having the most heroin, opioid and unknown substance overdoses in the state.
Council Member Bowles asked if they could get a breakdown of what percentage was
Martinsville City vs Henry County. Teague asked if there was a way to breakdown which ER
treatments were related to street drugs vs prescription drugs. Cassady spoke on building
guardians including training of officers and civilian employees, supervision, accountability and
having open lines of communication. Captain Fincher detailed modern policing and
technology including the Community Crime map online, leads online, upgraded records
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management and jail management systems, regular reports, officer body cameras, mobile data
computers, GPS, social media and the crime analysis software. Fincher also referenced the
speed trailers that have been successfully utilized and beneficial for recording data on traffic
in specific areas. Lieutenant Sandy Hines spoke on Police Department strategies including
neighborhood resources officers, bicycle patrols, building relationships with youth, community
outreach, public safety day and national night out, ghost vehicles, etc. Hines also summarized
department goals for 2017. Mayor Teague asked about parking complaints. Chief Dunn said
the most prominent parking complaint is people parking in handicap spots or parking in front
of a business. They have stepped up the parking enforcement in the City the past few years.
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Consider approval of consent agenda – Council Member Lawson made a motion to
approve the consent agenda as presented; Vice Mayor Martin seconded the motion with all
Members voting in favor.

Business from the Floor – Melvin Smith, 614 East Church Street thanked Chief Dunn
and the Police Department for their efforts. Smith spoke of previous cruise-in events held
uptown and commented that maybe one Saturday each month, hosting a cruise-in event in
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one of the empty parking lots. Smith stated that bringing people into the city for these events
would benefit the businesses uptown also. Mayor Teague asked City Manager Towarnicki to
look into the possibility of allowing those events again. Vice Mayor Martin suggested that
Smith visit the EDC and the Tourism office also.
James Roundtree, 1221 Mulberry Road expressed concern on the potential school
budget cut, asking Council Members to reconsider those cuts. Mayor Teague invited
Roundtree back during budget discussions.
Comments by Members of City Council – Council Member Lawson mentioned April 29
as Hazardous Waste Day with disposal open to City and County residents free of charge at
Henry County PSA shop. Council Member Bowles wished residents a happy Black History
Month and expressed her disappointment that the Vice Mayor was not given the opportunity
to host the meeting. She recognized members of the National Society of Black Engineers and
congratulated Tyheim Farris again on his accomplishment. Bowles asked again about the
Facebook LIVE option. City Towarnicki said no other locations that he has spoken to do the
LIVE option for their meetings but several locations have done it for special events as the City
did for the Fire Department awards last week. Vice Mayor Martin thanked the Police
Department and congratulated Farris. Martin informed City employees that if they bring their
City badge to Hugo’s, they would receive a 10% discount on meals.
Comments by City Manager – Towarnicki said the Council calendar is online now and
includes the Trade Show next week; all Council Members have been given tickets. Strategic
Planning meetings are next Friday and Saturday. The City Manager’s office is working to
update and keep those calendars current. Towarnicki received word earlier this week that
citizens are receiving water test kits by mail from DVR Labs; he stated that this is not a service
sponsored or endorsed by the City.
There being no further business, Council Member Bowles made a motion to adjourn the
meeting; the motion was seconded by Council Member Lawson with all Council Members
voting in favor. The meeting adjourned at 9:20pm.
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