
October 22, 2019 Council Meeting 
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on October 

22, 2019 in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:30 PM with Mayor Kathy Lawson 

presiding. Other Council Members present included Chad Martin, Jennifer Bowles, Jim Woods 

and Danny Turner.  Staff present included City Manager Leon Towarnicki, Assistant City 

Manager/City Attorney Eric Monday, Finance Director Linda Conover, and Police Captain Chad 

Rhoads. 

Mayor Lawson called the meeting to order.  Following the Pledge to the American Flag and 

invocation Lawson welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Hear an overview of the October 21, 2019 West End neighborhood tour and meeting – City 

Manager Towarnicki summarized the West End tour and neighborhood meeting, sharing 

details of resident concerns and how the City is following up on those. 

Hear an update on Martinsville Mustangs Baseball – City Manager Towarnicki explained 

the City’s status with the Martinsville Mustangs, stating that they did not want to get back 

into management of the team. Greg Suire, owner of two teams in the Coastal Plain League has 

been in discussion with the City this past year about management of the team in the 2020 

season.  A contract has been signed with Suire to manage the team September 1, 2019 

through August 2020. Suire thanked Council and the people of Martinsville for the 

opportunity.  Suire plans to enhance the quality of baseball in the community and energize 

the fan experience. He hopes to help brand Martinsville and make it a location where other 

teams want to play and fans want to visit.  He hopes to help renew interest in the community 

through the Martinsville Mustangs. He is in the process of hiring new staff.  

Hear a presentation from Michael Stowers, Partnership Specialist for the U.S. Census 

Bureau – Michael Stowers, Partnership Specialist for the US Census Bureau thanked Council 

for inviting him back and presented a PowerPoint about the upcoming census including what 

to expect, why accurate counts are important and job availability to assist with the census.  

Stowers explained the process, which would include a postcard with a unique id, directing you 

to a website to complete the census online.  If residents do not respond then a second 

postcard and a third mailing will be sent.  If residents do not respond to any of these mailings 

then a census worker will visit the residence.  The census worker will provide appropriate 

identification to verify they are working with the census bureau.  The workers will have an 

iPad to complete the census on site.  Stowers encourages the residents to contact the police if 

they are uncomfortable with the worker visiting their residence. Council Member Bowles 

encouraged residents to respond to the census because those census results are what 

determine financial assistance for the area. Every resident who is missed could potentially cost 

the community $1,099 per person.   
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Hear an update from Martinsville Fire and EMS – Fire Chief Ted Anderson provided a 

PowerPoint with a recap of recommendations, progress of new steps being taken by 

Martinsville Fire and EMS, hospital turnaround times and call turnover statistics.  Anderson 

says the staff has access to a chaplain and support teams to assist after tragic calls. Anderson 

shared that there would be a drug take-back Saturday October 26 from 10:00am-2:00pm. 
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Consider setting a public hearing on a request from T-Mobile for a Special Use Permit to 

allow placement of roof-mounted antennas at The Henry located at 50 East Church Street – 

City Manager Towarnicki explained the need for a public hearing to get feedback from 

residents related to the antennas.  Council Member Bowles made the motion to set the joint 

public hearing with the Planning Commission for Council’s November 12 meeting.  Vice Mayor 

Martin seconded the motion with all Council members voting in favor.   
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Presentation of proclamation regarding Extra Mile Day November 1, 2019 – City Manager 

Towarnicki explained that Council has adopted this proclamation annually.  Mayor Lawson 

read the proclamation, which will be mailed to the Extra Mile Foundation.   
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Consider approving a transfer of property located at 1039 Cherry Street to the adjacent 

property owner – Council Member Bowles made a motion to recess City Council and convene 

as the Housing Authority.  Vice Mayor Martin seconded the motion with all members voting in 

favor.  City Attorney Monday explained the request to transfer property located at 1039 Cherry 

Street to the adjacent property owner Bernida Hairston for $250.  Housing Authority Member 

Turner made a motion to transfer the property.  Housing Authority Member Martin seconded 

the motion with the following roll call vote:  Lawson, aye; Martin, aye; Bowles, aye; Turner, 

aye; and Woods, aye.  Housing Authority Member Bowles made a motion to adjourn the 

Housing Authority and reconvene as Council; Housing Authority Member Martin seconded the 

motion with all voting in favor.    

Consider discussion of the City’s 2020 Legislative Agenda – City Attorney Monday stated 

that for the General Assembly session for 2020, he expects some dramatic changes coming out 

of Richmond.  Monday detailed items on the City’s Legislative Agenda, the same as last year’s 

with a few adjustments per Council’s requests. Pre-filing for specific legislation is the first 

week of December.   
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Consider approval of consent agenda – City Attorney explained that there are funds available 

to move forward with demolition and clean-up of the Martin property on Aaron Street.  Vice 

Mayor Martin made a motion to approve item #1 amending the FY20 budget.  Council Member 
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Turner seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor.  City Manager Towarnicki 

explained that refunds over $5000 must be approved by Council.  Council Member Bowles made 

the motion to approve item #2 refund; Vice Mayor Martin seconded the motion with all Council 

Members voting in favor 

 

     Business from the Floor – no one approached the podium 

Comments by City Council – Council Member Turner shared that the new Coach’s 

Restaurant will be open next week and they hope for a great start. Council Member Woods 

thanked the Exchange Club for inviting him to the annual dinner and ceremony honoring the 

Martinsville-Henry County Fire, EMS and Police.  He congratulated the Theater Works 

community players for their recent Pirates of Chemotherapy production. Mayor Lawson 

reminded residents of the drug take back at the Fire Station Saturday.  This weekend is race 

weekend so please welcome visitors to our community.  November 5 is Election Day so be sure 

to vote absentee if you will be out of town.  Any employees wanting to take advantage of the 

computer program must contact the Finance Department by tomorrow, 3:00pm is the deadline.  

Comments by City Manager –City Manager Towarnicki shard that tomorrow at 3:00pm is the 

ribbon cutting for Commonwealth Center for Advanced Training, explaining that it is a big event 

at a beautiful facility.  The municipal building will be closed for Veteran’s Day.  The reversion 

work session has been scheduled for October 29; this will be a closed meeting.  Towarnicki 

offered condolences to the family of Kathy Vernon, Human Resources Director who passed away 

last week.   

Comments by City Attorney - City Attorney Monday is pleased to announce that the lawsuit 

against Mr. Dickson, Dr. Talley and Mr. McPeak was dismissed.  Halloween is October 31 with 
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events happening Uptown.  Monday reminded residents that it is against the law for anyone 

over the age of 14 to wear masks on Halloween. 

There being no further business, Council Member Turner made a motion to adjourn the 

meeting; the motion was seconded by Vice Mayor Martin with all Council Members voting in 

favor.  The meeting adjourned at 9:20pm. 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts      Kathy Lawson 

Clerk of Council           Mayor   


