
January 14, 2020 Council Meeting 
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on 

January 14, 2020 in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:30 PM with Mayor Kathy 

Lawson presiding. Other Council Members present included Chad Martin, Jennifer Bowles, 

Jim Woods and Danny Turner.  Staff present included City Manager Leon Towarnicki, 

Assistant City Manager/City Attorney Eric Monday, Finance Director Linda Conover, Police 

Chief Eddie Cassady. 

Mayor Lawson called the meeting to order and advised Council would go into Closed 

Session beginning at 6:30 PM.  In accordance with section 2.1-344 (A) Code of Virginia (1950, 

and as amended) and upon a motion by Council Member Turner and seconded by Vice Mayor 

Martin with the following 5-0 recorded vote:  Vice Mayor Martin, aye; Mayor Lawson, aye; 

Council Member Bowles, aye; Council Member Turner, aye; and Council Member Woods, aye.  

Council convened in Closed Session to discuss the following matters: (A) Appointments to 

boards and commissions, as authorized by Subsection 1, (B) Discussion or consideration of 

the acquisition of real property for a public purpose, or of the disposition of publicly held real 

property, where discussion in an open meeting would adversely affect the bargaining position 

or negotiating strategy of the public body, as authorized by Subsection 3, (C) Discussion of the 

award of a public contract involving the expenditure of public funds, including interviews of 

bidders or offerors, and discussion of the terms or scope of such contract, where discussion in 

an open session would adversely affect the bargaining position or negotiating strategy of the 

public body, as authorized by Subsection 29, and (D) Consultation with legal counsel and 

briefings by staff members, attorneys or consultants pertaining to actual or probable litigation, 

or other specific legal matters requiring the provision of legal advice by such counsel, as 

authorized by Subsection 7.   At the conclusion of Closed Session, each returning member of 

Council certified that (1) only public business matters exempt from open meeting requirements 

were discussed in said Closed Session; and (2) only those business matters identified in the 

motion convening the Closed Session were heard, discussed, or considered during the A 

motion was made by Council Member Turner; seconded by Council Member Bowles, with the 

following 5-0 recorded vote in favor to return to Open Session: Mayor Lawson, aye; Council 

Member Bowles, aye; Council Member Woods, aye; Vice Mayor Martin, aye; and Council 

Member Turner, aye. 

Out of Closed Session, Council Member Turner made a motion to appoint Lizabeth 

Wolchko to the Architectural Review Board for 3-year unexpired terms ending March 31, 2023.   

Council Member Woods seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor.  

Council Member Bowles made a motion to reappoint Bernadette Moore to the Arts and 

Cultural Committee as the Piedmont Arts representative for a 3-year term ending December 

31, 2022.   Vice Mayor Martin seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor.   
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Council Member Woods made a motion to reappoint Beth Stinnett to the Arts and Cultural 

Committee as the EDC representative for a 3-year term ending December 31, 2022.   Council 

Member Bowles seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor.  

Council Member Turner made a motion to reappoint Imogene Draper to the Arts and 

Cultural Committee as Citizen Representative for a 3-year term ending December 31, 2022.   

Council Member Bowles seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor.   

Council Member Bowles made a motion to reappoint Lisa Smith to the Anchor Group Home 

Commission for a 4-year term ending December 31, 2023.   Vice Mayor Martin seconded the 

motion with all Council Members voting in favor.  

Council Member Woods made a motion to reappoint Felecia Watkins to the Comprehensive 

Services Act Community Policy and Management Team as the Parent representative for a 2-

year term ending December 31, 2021.   Vice Mayor Martin seconded the motion with all 

Council Members voting in favor.   

Council Member Bowles made a motion to appoint Michael Kirby to the Henry 

County=Martinsville Joint Social Services Board for a 4-year unexpired term ending May 31, 

2022.   Council Member Turner seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor.  

Following the Pledge to the American Flag and invocation by Council Member Woods, 

Lawson welcomed everyone to the meeting.   

Consider approval of the minutes from the September 23, 2019 Neighborhood Meeting, 

September 24, 2019 Council Meeting, October 8, 2019 Council Meeting and October 21, 2019 

Neighborhood Meeting – Mayor Lawson asked that three names be corrected.  Council Member 

Bowles made a motion to approve all minutes as corrected.  Vice Mayor Martin seconded the 

motion with all Council Members voting in favor.  

Consider presentation of a proclamation recognizing January 16, 2020 as Zeta Phi Beta 

Sorority, Inc. Upsilon Delta Zeta Chapter Day in Martinsville – Vice Mayor Martin read the 

proclamation which was presented to representatives in attendance. Representatives thanked 

Council for recognizing the sorority and shared history of their organization, explaining how 

the sorority benefits the community, specifically education.   
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Hear an update on FY20 Telecommunications operations – Mike Scaffidi shared a 

PowerPoint detailing the department employees, revenue and expenses, general points of 

interest, the current and projected customer base, value of the service provided and the future 

of the department.  Greg Bowman, a newly-hired MiNet employee was in attendance to answer 

Council questions.  
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Consider approval of consent agenda – Council Member Turner made a motion to approve 

Items 1, 2 and 3 as presented.  Council Member Bowles seconded the motion with all Council 

Members voting in favor.  
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Business from the Floor – No one approached the podium 

Comments by Members of City Council – Council Member Woods wished residents a 

happy new year. He had the good fortune this past weekend to experience the Dick and Willie 

Trail and see local residents also enjoying the outdoors.  This coming weekend will be another 

showing of “Of Mice and Men” by the Patriot Players. Council Member Bowles hopes everyone 



January 14, 2020 Council Meeting 
had a wonderful Christmas and New Year.  She has missed work due to illness for two weeks 

and thanks everyone who checked on her.  Council Member Turner echoed Woods remarks 

about the trail, stating that it was packed and Sunday was a good day to enjoy the new 

location along with a few rounds of golf. Vice Mayor Martin visited the Danville Fine Arts 

Museum art display by a Martinsville resident. Piedmont Arts Air Shift program starts next 

Monday and vacancies are available for anyone wishing to participate.  Mayor Lawson asked 

the City Manager about the No Thru Truck sign for Mulberry.  City Manager Towarnicki 

confirmed that the sign is complete and will be installed in the near future.  Lawson asked if 

the City had received the new line-striping machine. Towarnicki confirmed that they had and 

that employees will be utilizing that when the weather warms up. 

Comments by City Manager – Congratulations to the 911 Center Director JR Powell for 

receiving the Governor’s EMS Award for Outstanding Contribution to EMS 

Telecommunications at the Virginia EMS Symposium held in November. The City has started 

the budget process and the capital committee has met. The presentation to Council will be one 

meeting earlier than usual this year on March 24.  There are a lot of people trying to access 

the Dick and Willie Trail from Country Club Drive, City staff is looking into a potential parking 

area to accommodate those visitors without negatively affecting the residents in that area. Ken 

Turner, Wastewater Plant operator since July 2002 passed away after a lengthy illness, 

condolences to his family. Also condolences to Wayne Davis of the refuse department in the 

unexpected passing of his wife.   

Comments by City Attorney – City Attorney Monday encouraged residents to visit The 

Virginia Living website and vote for The Best in Virginia for 2020. 

There being no further business, Council Member Turner made a motion to adjourn the 

meeting; the motion was seconded by Council Member Bowles with all Council Members 

voting in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 8:30pm. 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts      Kathy Lawson 

Clerk of Council           Mayor   


