
April 14, 2020 Council Meeting 
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on April 14, 

2020 in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:30 PM with Mayor Kathy Lawson 

presiding. Other Council Members present included Jennifer Bowles, Jim Woods and Danny 

Turner.  Chad Martin was not in attendance. Staff present included City Manager Leon 

Towarnicki, Assistant City Manager/City Attorney Eric Monday, and Police Chief Eddie 

Cassady. 

Mayor Lawson called the meeting to order.  Following the Pledge to the American Flag and 

invocation by Lawson, she welcomed everyone to the meeting.  

City Attorney Monday explained that Vice Mayor Martin was unable to attend but 

requested to join the meeting by phone.  Pursuit to Code of Virginia Section 2.2-

3708.2(A)(1)(a), (2) and (C) Council would vote to allow him to participate electronically.  

Council Member Turner made a motion to allow Martin to participate electronically.  Council 

Member Woods seconded the motion with all present Council Members voting in favor. Council 

Member Martin was then connected to the meeting via telephone.   

City Manager Towarnicki explained the different format being used for tonight’s meeting 

using YouTube to stream the meeting live.  The recording will be shared on MGTV and will be 

available to view on the City’s website tomorrow.   

Council Member Turner shared that Martinsville Coach Hall passed away last week; Turner 

asked Council and residents to hold a moment of silence in his honor. 

Consider approval of the minutes for December 10, 2019 Council Meeting, January 14, 

2020 Council Meeting, January 28, 2020 Council Meeting, February 11, 2020 Council 

Meeting, February 25, 2020 Council Meeting, and March 10, 2020 Council Meeting – Council 

Member Woods made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Council Member Turner 

seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor. 

Consider adoption of a resolution confirming a local emergency declaration, an ordinance 

adopting COVID-19 emergency measures, and a resolution for electronic meetings – City 

Attorney Monday explained the purpose of the resolutions and ordinance related to the 

current Corona Virus pandemic.  Monday clarified that these could be adopted by Council 

Members electronically.  Decisions involving the budget would need in-person votes.  Council 

Member Bowles made a motion to approve both resolutions and the ordinance as presented.  

Council Member Turner seconded the motion with the following roll-call vote:  Mayor Lawson, 

aye; Vice Mayor Martin, aye; Council Member Bowles, aye; Council Member Turner, aye; and 

Council Member Woods, aye.  
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Consider adoption of a resolution authorizing the filing of an application for community 

improvement grant funds through the Virginia Community Development Block Grant Program 

– City Manager Towarnicki explained the application process for the Pine Hall Road project.  

The resolution outlines the scope of the project and grants authority to City staff to execute 

documents related to the project.  Council Member Bowles made a motion to adopt the 

resolution as presented.  Council Member Woods seconded the motion with the following roll-

call vote: Mayor Lawson, aye; Vice Mayor Martin, aye; Council Member Bowles, aye; Council 

Member Turner, aye; and Council Member Woods, aye.  

 

 

Hear information regarding the City’s FY21 budget process – City Manager Towarnicki said 

since the last meeting on March 24 was cancelled, the budget presentation had to be 

rescheduled for later in the year.  The budget will be presented at the May 26 Council Meeting. 

The public hearing and approval on first reading will be June 9 and second reading and final 

approval will be June 23.  Work sessions will be scheduled for May 27, May 28, June 2, June 

3 or June 4.  Dr. Talley is requesting May 28 as the possible session with the school board. 

There will be budget impacts related to COVID. The Virginia Municipal League shared that  

Martinsville could see an impact between $900,000-$2million over the next year from lower 

meals tax and sales tax.  Towarnicki feels those numbers are higher than what he expects the 

actual totals to be.  Towarnicki, Council Member Turner and Council Member Bowles briefly 

discussed the COVID restrictions, testing and community expectations along with the 

possibility that the virus has been in our community longer than experts realize.   
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Consider approval of consent agenda – Council Member Woods made a motion to approve 

the consent agenda as presented.  Council Member Bowles seconded the motion with all 

Council Members voting in favor.  

 

Business from the Floor – City Manager Towarnicki explained that the Business from the 

Floor section was cancelled due to the COVID restrictions. The City invited residents to 

contact the City Manager’s office by phone, regular mail, email,  or fax with any concerns they 

wanted to be brought to Council’s attention but no responses were received for this meeting. 

Mayor Lawson signed a proclamation recognizing April as Child Abuse Prevention Month 

and encouraged residents to visit Roselawn Cemetery to see the flag display.  Lawson signed 

proclamations recognizing the Month of May 2020 as GBS/CIDP Awareness Month and 

recognizing Public Safety Telecommunicators Week. These proclamations will be mailed to the 

appropriate organizations.  

Comments by Members of City Council – Council Member Woods offered condolences to 

Minister Landon Spradlin’s family.  Spradlin, who had connections to Martinsville, contracted 

the Corona virus while serving a mission in New Orleans during Mardi Gras.  Woods had the 

good fortune of joining Boy Scout Troop 168 via ZOOM meeting to discuss citizenship in the 

community. Woods said the boys asked many good questions. Vice Mayor Martin asked 

residents to join him in praying for Martinsville residents and the nation as a whole during the 

COVID crisis and asked residents to take the restrictions seriously.  Council Member Bowles 

agreed with Martin and thanked those employees who continue to work during the crisis and 
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thanked City administration and Council for keeping everyone safe.  Dancing for the Arts has 

been cancelled and will be rescheduled at a later date.  Bowles thanked the local churches and 

organizations working to assist the most vulnerable in our community.  Bowles offered her 

condolences to the family of her neighbor Joyce Via who passed away this past week.  Council 

Member Turner thanked Michael Scales for hosting a joint workshop at the City Park to 

provide information to small business about financial assistance.  He thanked Roselawn Park, 

the Martinsville Bulletin and others for working together to provide the Sunrise Service at 

Roselawn Cemetery. Mayor Lawson pointed out that the late fee notices on the April bills 

printed by mistake but that fee will be waived.  Lawson thanked the Electric Department for 

getting the power back on quickly in the Mulberry and Druid Hills area yesterday.  Hazardous 

Waste Day will be rescheduled. Lawson thanked Council Member Turner for reaching out to 

the small businesses in the area and for helping coordinate the Easter Sunrise Service.   

Comments by City Manager – City Manager Towarnicki commended several local groups 

and the media who participated in informational briefings to educate the community about 

COVID. He hopes to do another in the coming week.  There is still optimism that the Mustangs 

Baseball season will go forward in May. Towarnicki has received several concerns about 

parking for section 6B of the Dick and Willie Trail.  The City has looked at this area and a plan 

is being implemented to create parking during the daytime hours only. Appropriate signage 

and a crosswalk will also be installed.  

Police Chief Eddie Cassady issued a warning to residents about scammers.  There are tests 

being offered online and by phone to test for COVID but these are not legitimate offers. 

There being no further business, Council Member Bowles made a motion to adjourn the 

meeting; the motion was seconded by Council Member Turner with all Council Members voting 

in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 8:45pm. 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts      Kathy Lawson 

Clerk of Council           Mayor   


