October 13, 2020 Council Meeting

The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on October

13, 2020 in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:30 PM with Mayor Kathy Lawson
presiding. Other Council Members present included Jim Woods, Danny Turner, Jennifer
Bowles and Chad Martin.

Staff present included City Manager Leon Towarnicki, Assistant

City Manager/City Attorney Eric Monday, Finance Director Linda Conover, Assistant Finance
Director Mandy McGhee, Community Development Director Mark McCaskill and Police Chief
Eddie Cassady.
Mayor Lawson called the meeting to order and advised Council would go into Closed
Session beginning at 7:15 PM. In accordance with section 2.1-344 (A) Code of Virginia (1950,
and as amended) and upon a motion by Council Member Woods and seconded by Council
Member Bowles with the following 5-0 recorded vote: Vice Mayor Martin, aye; Council Member
Turner, aye; Council Member Bowles, aye; Council Member Woods, aye; and Mayor Lawson,
aye. Council convened in Closed Session to discuss the following matters: (A) Appointments to
boards and commissions, as authorized by Subsection 1. At the conclusion of Closed Session,
each returning member of Council certified that (1) only public business matters exempt from
open meeting requirements were discussed in said Closed Session; and (2) only those business
matters identified in the motion convening the Closed Session were heard, discussed, or
considered during the A motion was made by Council Member Woods; seconded by Council
Member Bowles, with the following 5-0 recorded vote in favor to return to Open Session: Mayor
Lawson, aye; Vice Mayor Martin, aye; Council Member Bowles, aye; Council Member Turner,
aye; and Council Member Woods.
Mayor Lawson called the meeting to order.
Out of Closed Session, Vice Mayor Martin made a motion to appoint Rives Coleman to the
Blue Ridge Regional Library Governing Board for an unexpired 4-year term ending June 30,
2023. Council Member Bowles seconded the motion with all Council members voting in favor.
Council Member Woods made a motion to appoint Jane Gardner to the Blue Ridge Regional
Library Governing Board for an unexpired 4-year term ending June 30, 2021.

Council

Member Turner seconded the motion with all Council members voting in favor. There was no
additional action taken in Closed Session.
Following the Pledge to the American Flag and invocation by Mayor Lawson, Lawson
welcomed everyone to the meeting.

She explained that the meeting would follow COVID

guidelines and recognizing social distancing recommendations.
Approve minutes for the September 8, 2020 and September 22, 2020 Council Meetings –
Council Member Woods made a motion to approve the minutes as presented. Vice Mayor
Martin seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor.
Hear an update from Boys & Girls Clubs of the Blue Ridge – The representative was unable
to attend so this item will be moved to the October 27, 2020 meeting.
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Hear an update from United Way – Philip Wenkstern, United Way Executive Director

updated Council on the work being done by the United Way in the community including the
COVID related programs such as the emergency childcare subsidy program which assists 165
children in the community, and an emergency feeding program. The feeding program was
originally handled out of six locations and disbursed on Mondays once a month with 2,000
boxes of food distributed in August. United Way offers an Individual Development Account
Program, a home ownership program to assist with the down-payment and financial education
training with 15 individuals enrolled. The volunteer income tax assistance program will begin
to file taxes on January 18. This is a free tax filing assistance program for those who make
less than $56,000 per year and assists 2,000 individuals on average each year. Wenkstern
detailed the TANF grant program that assists with training and education costs,
transportation costs, work boots, etc. He shared details about Smart Beginnings including the
ARC Grant, the Preschool Development Grant and the Dolly Parton Imagination Library which
is free to children up to 5 years old. The United Way Campaign is a little different this year
due to COVID restrictions, their goal is to raise $500,000 to benefit 20 local organizations
including the Boys & Girls Club, the YMCA, Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts, Grace Network, the
Salvation Army and others. $.99 of every $1.00 donated to United Way stays local.
Hear a presentation regarding information related to a comprehensive housing market
study and needs analysis for the Martinsville-Henry County area – City Manager Towarnicki
presented a PowerPoint on the housing study for Martinsville and Henry County. There has
been little housing development in this area over the past few decades. If a new business
relocates to Martinsville, lack of housing for employees could be a concern. Marketing
materials are being developed capturing details of this study. These materials will be shared
with developers to help publicize this area for future housing products.
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Consider adoption on first reading, Ordinance 2020-4 increasing Courthouse security fee
from $10 to $20 – City Attorney Monday explained the need for the ordinance and the increase
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in the security fee. This fee is assessed on all convictions and contributes to paying court
bailiffs and front lobby security. Council Member Bowles made a motion to adopt the
ordinance on first reading, Vice Mayor Martin seconded the motion with the following roll call
vote: Woods, aye; Turner, aye; Bowles, aye; Martin, aye; and Lawson, aye.

Consider approval of consent agenda – Finance Director Linda Conover presented a change
to the consent agenda. Council Member Woods made a motion to approve Item 1 of the
Consent Agenda as amended. Vice Mayor Martin seconded the motion with all Council
Members voting in favor. Council Member Bowles made a motion to approve Item 2
reappropriations. Council Member Turner seconded the motion with all Council Members
voting in favor.
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Business from the Floor – No comments from the public received. Police Chief Eddie
Cassady reminds citizens that there will be a drive-thru Drug Take Back on Saturday October
24 from 10:00am-2:00pm at the Martinsville Fire Department. There is also a drug drop box
in the municipal building lobby. City Attorney Monday informed residents that the City
Registrar would be doing curbside voting at the City Municipal building on October 24 and
October 31.
Comments by City Council – Council Member Turner enjoyed working for the US Census
12 days and was able to locate and encourage several residents to complete the census form.
On Veterans Day October 11, 2020, there will be events and a parade recognizing two World
War II veterans who reside in the City. Council Member Woods said the City staff does a
phenomenal job especially the Finance Department and the Human Resources Department.
Woods recognized local resident John Ayers who has a Facebook page titled What’s Right with
Martinsville/Henry County. October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month, Woods shared
resources available for the victims as well as abusers seeking help. Woods hopes that Council
Member Turner is not in violation of the Hatch Act which states that an elected official can not
count for the census. Turner suggested that was incorrect information and should be checked
again. Council Member Bowles encourages residents to shop local. Today is the last day to
register to vote, Bowles encouraged residents to vote. The Seed-Fund opens up on October 19;
Bowles encourages local high school seniors to take advantage of that program. Bowles has
been nominated to be on the SPCA board and shared details on a raffle to fundraise for that
organization. Bowles shared the deadline to register for the Salvation Army Angel Tree. Mayor
Lawson shared details on Hazardous Waste Day Saturday from 9:00am-12:00noon in Bassett.
Saturday at Mount Zion Church, there is a fresh vegetable give-away beginning at 10:00am.
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The Uptown Martinsville Trick-or-Treating event has been cancelled but the City has not
cancelled Halloween for the children, she asks that residents be safe and smart.
Comments by the City Manager – City Manager Towarnicki said there will be an event at
The Peoples Cemetery at 12:30 on Veteran’s Day. The City and Henry County are accepting
applications/nominations for Outstanding Military Veteran 2020; applications can be accepted
through October 22, 2020 and can be accessed online or at the City Manager’s office. The
second round of the CARES funding has been completed with $21,366.94 awarded, totaling
almost $450,000 overall. As of October 9, only 92 City utility customers have contacted Social
Services about payment assistance on their utility bills totaling $41,015. The City allocated
$150,000 to Social Services to assist residents with those bills so there are still funds
available. Utility Billing sent out a mailing to 179 customers which included the application
so there is no excuse for those residents to not get the assistance they need if they just follow
through.

There are currently 797 delinquent utility accounts totaling $332,000, down

$170,000 from when the disconnects began. 42 utility disconnects occurred last week with
$32,737 in delinquent accounts. A total of 209 disconnects have been made with 128 of those
reconnected. The CARES grant has provided funds to Social Services, Grace Network and the
Salvation Army for those residents needing assistance.
City Attorney Monday said he had met a couple from Florida who told him that Martinsville
was one of their top three locations to retire because of the incredible affordability of the area
and how genuinely friendly the residents were.
There being no further business, Council Member Bowles made a motion to adjourn the
meeting; the motion was seconded by Council Member Woods with all Council Members voting
in favor. The meeting adjourned at 8:45pm.
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